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AWARD-WINNING SPORTS
TRAINING FOR CHILDREN

ROLLERBLADING/INLINE SKATING & GYMNASTICS

At Kosandra Sports Academy we teach kids 3-14 years old
rollerblading/inline skating and gymnastics. Your kids will have fun,
meet new friends and gain valuable life skills.

‘ TeXTUS: +852 5288 4646

4 WRITEUS: KOSAaNDRASPORTS@GMaAIL.COM
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Speech by Peter Lund, Consul General of Speech by Ms. Jocelyn Ng, Deputy Consul General of New Zealand in HKSAR
New Zealand in HKSAR
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Mr. Khalil HASHMI, Ambassador of
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Anatoly Kargapolov

Interview with Anatoly Kargapolov,
Consul General of the Russian
Federation in Hong Kong SAR

International Link [ [& & £2

Firstly, I would like to express my sincere gratitude
for giving me opportunity to brief the readers of this
highly acclaimed magazine on Russian-Chinese relations
and economic developments in my country.

This year marks the 75th anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic relations between the
Russian Federation and the People's Republic of

China. In addition, in 2024-2025, the two countries are
holding the Russia-China Years of Culture with cultural
events organized in various cities. Here, in Special
Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China
we is also celebrating a round date - 30 years of the
reopening of the Russian Consulate General.

Relations between Moscow and Hong Kong became

[ 3% 48 International Link




truly multilateral after 1997, when the territory returned
under Beijing sovereignty. The Russian side views its
relations with Hong Kong within the broader framework
of comprehensive partnership and strategic cooperation
with the People's Republic of China, which is currently
experiencing unprecedented growth, creating additional
opportunities for deepening cooperation between Russia
and Hong Kong.

The lifting of COVID-19 restrictions by the Hong
Kong government in February-March 2023 revived
economy and tourism industry, which had suffered during
the period of "self-isolation". As a result, in 2023, more
than 56 thousand of our compatriots visited the SAR.
In December last year, thanks to the efforts of Aeroflot
- Russian Airlines, an air bridge between Moscow and
Hong Kong was resumed. We hope to see even more
tourist arrivals in 2024. An agreement signed between
Russia and Hong Kong on the 14-day free visa entry
in 2009 facilitates humanitarian contacts and business
exchange. Currently we are working on extending this
period to 30 days, same what we have with Macau.

The next step in the development of our relations
with the SAR should be intensifying of our cultural
connections. The most prominent Russian museums are
open for cooperation with local cultural institutions. I am
convinced that Russian artists and performers are highly
cherished and eagerly anticipated by the local public.
Tourism flow from the mainland to the region is growing
rapidly, and I think they would be glad to combine

International Link [ & & {2

visits to local attractions with Russian concerts or art
exhibitions.

Throughout history, Russians have made significant
contributions to Hong Kong's vibrant multicultural life.
The Russian-speaking community though modest in
size has played an active role in various fields, including
business, the arts, sports and education. One notable
organization that has fostered a sense of unity and
promoted Russian culture in Hong Kong is “The Russian
Club”.

Over the past two decades, the Club has hosted
many events and initiatives aimed at connecting
members of the Russian-speaking community and raising
awareness and interest in Russian culture and language
among Hong Kong residents. These have included
cultural performances, art workshops and exhibitions,
film screenings and networking meetings.

One of last year's highlights was an exhibition of
photographs by a world-renowned wildlife photographer
Mike Korostelev at the Consulate General. As a part
of programme, he delivered a lecture at HKU and the
University of Macau, sharing his fascinating travel
stories and views on wildlife conservation with students
and academics.

Our compatriots in Hong Kong successfully run
art galleries, ballet classes, sports and music schools. I
cannot but mention the efforts of the Russian Language
Centre in Hong Kong to promote the Russian language
among both locals and foreigners. It currently has about

170 students, including children of Russian-speaking

families.

Through their activities and initiatives, Russians are
focused on its community, but also actively interact with
other nationalities in Hong Kong. By sharing the richness
and diversity of Russian culture, they contribute to the
cultural tapestry of the city and promote cross-cultural
understanding and appreciation.

As you might know, last year Moscow and Beijing
exceeded the goal set by Russian President Vladimir
Putin and Chinese President Xi Jinping of reaching $200
billion in trade turnover. In particular, Hong Kong have
contributed to this significant achievement by increasing
its trade with Russia up to $5.8 billion in 2023. In this
context, I would like to highlight the success of our
exporters of agricultural products, who have boosted
their share on the local market. At the end of last year,
the SAR became one of the top five importers of pork
from Russia (6.9 thousand tons).

According to the HKTDC, Russia was Hong Kong's
largest trading partner, export and import market in
Central and Eastern Europe in 2023. Moscow was Hong
Kong's 22nd largest export market (0.5% of the city's
total exports) and 18th largest import market (0.5% of
the city's total imports). In terms of investment, Hong
Kong was the fourth most popular destination in Asia
for Russian investors at the end of 2021 after Singapore,
Kazakhstan and Thailand, with a total FDI volume of
US$597 million. At the same time Hong Kong was the

sixth largest Asian investor in Russia after South Korea,
Singapore, Mainland China, Japan and Kazakhstan, with
FDI of US$2.4 billion.

I would also like to remind that Russia is a founding
member of the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) which
is a key partner of China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).
The EAEU countries attracted about USD 24 billion in
investments through the BRI during the recent years. We
know that Hong Kong as an international trade center
and international shipping and financing hub actively
supports and serves the BRI projects with developed
international trade network and efficient international
high-end financial and logistic services. This makes
Hong Kong desirable partner for the EAEU countries in
various business projects.

Despite unprecedented Western sanctions against
Russia, our economy has shown resilience, with GDP
growth at 3.5% in 2023. The country's self-sufficient
industrial, manufacturing and agricultural potential,
combined with its abundant natural resources, have
played an important role in maintaining a stable
economic development. According to the IMF's January
2024 forecast, Russian economy is expected to grow
steadily at 2.6% in 2024. It is inspire optimism that trade
and economic relations between Russia and Hong Kong
will be further expanding. Our entrepreneurs are ready
to joint investment projects in Guangdong-Hong Kong-
Macao Greater Bay Area and develop mutually beneficial
business ties with Hongkongers.
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Mr. Choi Jaewon, Consul (Director of Korean Cultural Centre)
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Layers of K-Art

The Korean Cultural Center in Hong Kong presents
"Layers of K-Art", a group exhibition in collaboration
with the Museum of Sungkyunkwan University. The
exhibition showcases the representative works of four
Korean contemporary Dansaekhwa (monochrome
painting) artists curated in a manner that matches
their artworks with traditional Korean ceramics: Kim
Taeksang in celadon, Park Jongkyu in raised-relief
celadon, Kim Keun Tai in buncheong ware, and Kim
Tschoon Su in blue and white porcelain. These artists,
who are gaining global attention at events like Frieze,
Art Basel and other prestigious galleries, employ a
methodology in their work that involves layers rooted in
Korean traditional aesthetics. Unlike Western surface-
centric painting, which focuses on the surface, they work

with refined variations of overlapping and blending

in their techniques, employing layers of glazing and
stacking. Unlike monochrome painting centered on
flat surfaces, their refined variations in glazing and
stacking, reminiscent of the layers of Korean soil
blended with pottery glaze, seem to delve into the depth
of spiritualism sought after in the modern era. They
move beyond the trends of early monochrome painting,
exhibiting a dynamism reflective of "K-art" in a global
context while maintaining a high regard for tradition
and spirituality as the foundation of their artwork.
Through showcasing the activity of creating various
interpretations of the archetype of Korean beauty, they
aim to match their work with the high-quality ceramics

housed in the Sungkyunkwan University Museum,
intending to establish a sustainable aesthetics for
creative endeavors.
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Central Asian Music & Dance Gala Show
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Central Asian Cultural Festival

The Central Asian Cultural Festival is a captivating to explore the rich and diverse culture and traditions of
journey of cultural exchange that offering a opportunity Central Asia through a series of arts and cultural events.

Mr. Almas Seitakynov, Consul General of Kazakhstan in Hong Kong
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Hong Kong Flower Show 2024
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