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Reverence of Mankind for Veteran Statesman
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The Great Leader Comrade Kim Jong Il

In February the Korean people, who are greeting the
Day of the Shining Star, birth anniversary of Chairman
Kim Jong Il, as the greatest national holiday, are
recollecting his sacred career with a surging yearning
for him. Chairman Kim Jong Il was a veteran statesman
who performed undying exploits in accomplishing the
cause of independence of mankind.

The late 20th century witnessed worldwide
turmoil characterized by rapidly changing situations
and challenges. The international political structure
underwent dramatic changes, and the tyranny and
arbitrariness of imperialists went to extremes.

In such grave situation Chairman Kim Jong Il
formulated the original mode of Songun politics and
demonstrated an iron will and courage and unexcelled
diplomatic strategies in defending the sovereignty of the
Republic and peace and security in the region.

Mankind will remember for ever the brilliant
exploits the Chairman performed in victoriously leading
the DPRK-US confrontation that started in the early
1990s and reliably safeguarding socialism and the cause
of independence of mankind.

Chairman Kim Jong Il led the world political trend

along the road of justice and peace through his energetic

external activities.

In the last days of his life alone the Chairman visited
the People's Republic of China on several occasions and
further cemented the traditional DPRK-China friendship,
and paid visits to the Russian Federation on two
occasions to bolster up the bilateral friendly relations.

His foreign visits fully demonstrated that the
batons of friendly relations were being carried forward
invariably and solidly and served as living examples in
promoting friendship between the countries aspiring after
unity and cooperation under the banner of independence,
thus giving powerful impetus to the dynamic advance of
the cause of independence of mankind.

Chairman Kim Jong Il also met heads of party and
state of many countries, political and social figures, and
delegations that visited the DPRK to clearly indicate
the path ahead for developing friendship. promoting the
Non-aligned Movement, rallying the anti-imperialist
forces and ensuring peace and security of the world.

The feelings of admiration cherished by the progressive
mankind for Chairman Kim Jong Il, veteran statesman of
the world politics, continue unabated to this day.

Source: Consulate General of the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea in Hong Kong

Kim Jong Il receiving enthusiastic welcome from the Chinese people Kim Jong Il having an amicable talk with Deng

(June 1983)

Xiaoping, chairman of the Central Advisory Commission
of the Communist Party of China (June 1983)
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Kim Jong Il greeting V. V. Putin, Kim Jong Il meeting V. V. Putin, Kim Jong Il meeting Tran Duc Luong,

president of the Russian Federation, president of the Russian Federation (August  president of the Socialist Republic of
visiting the DPRK (July 2000) 2001) Vietnam (May 2002)

Kim Jong 11 meeting Xi Zhongxun, member of the Secretariat
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China (June
1983)

Kim Jong Il meeting Jiang Zemin, general secretary of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of CHina (May 2000)

Kim Ji Il meeting Hu Jintao, general secretary of the Central Kim Jong Il meeting D. AA. Medvedeyv, president of the Russian
Committee ?)lflfgthe Comn%unist Party’ ogf China (JanuaZy 2006) Federation (:Egust 2011;; P Kim Jong 1 receiving gift from Nong Duc Manh, general secretary of Kim Jong Il greeting Fidel Castro Ruz, president off

the Central Committee off the Communist Party of Vietnam (October 2007) the Council of State of Republic of Cuba (march 1986)
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Kim Jong Il meeting Megawati Sukarnoputri, president Kim Jong Il meeting Madeleine K. Albright, secretary of state of the
of the Republic of Indonesia (March 2002) United States of America (October 2000)

Kim Jong Il meeting a high-level delegation from the European Kim Jong Il receiving the highest order of Cambodia from
Union (may 2001) Norodom Sihanouk, king of Cambodia (july 2004)

Kim Jong Il receiving the highest order of Laos from Kaysone
Phomvihane, premier of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic (April 1992)
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Some of medals and honorary titles awarded to Kim Jong Il by foreign countries
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Ever-victorious Korean People's Army, 75

years on

Kim Il Sung reviewing the parade of the Korean People’s
Army (February 1948)

Seventy-five years have passed since the founding
of the Korean People's Army, Juche-type revolutionary
regular armed forces, which carries forward the tradition
of the anti-Japanese struggle. February 8, 1948 is recorded
as an auspicious national event which realized the long-
cherished desire of the Korean people and also a historic
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event noteworthy in the Juche-oriented army building.

Founding Revolutionary Regular Army
February 8, 1948

The Korean People’s Army, revolutionary
regular armed forces, was founded

The heroic Korean People's Army, which reliably
defends the sovereignty of the DPRK and vigorously
propels the building of a thriving socialist country, greets
the 75th anniversary of its founding.

President Kim Il Sung advanced the three major
tasks for founding a party and state and building the army
immediately after the liberation of Korea (August 15,
1945). To this end, he ensured that political and military
officers were trained, various armed units were organized
and solid foundations for a self-reliant defence industry
capable of producing military hardware were laid.

As a result, the Korean People's Army was founded
on February 8, 1948, a little over two years after the
country's liberation.

Thunderous cheers that resounded in the venue of
the military parade marking the founding of the KPA
were just an outburst of the Korean people's boundless
gratitude to President Kim Il Sung who realized their
long-cherished wish to have their own army, and also an
expression of their determination to defend the country

with honour by firmly grasping arms.

The 75 years of the KPA represent a glorious
history, during which it has adorned its golden age of
continuous development, holding up great leaders as
their supreme commanders and displaying ardent love
for the country and people.

B [23& 2 International Link




Kim Il Sung visiting a tunnelling site (October
1951)

Kim Il Sung making a radio address, Go All Out for Victory in the War (june
1950)

In hearty response to the radio address delivered by Kim II Sung,
the KPA launched a decisive counteroffensive and liberated Seoul,

the enemy's stronghold, three days after the war began, thus making
Kim I1 Sung meeting Heroes of the DPRK and

brilliant military achievements unprecedented in the world war history. 0 nts (June 1951)
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July 27, 1953

The KPA defeated the US-led imperialist allied
forces in the three-year Fatherland liberation War, which
could be likened to a confrontation between a rifle and an
atomic bomb, and thus created the miracle of victory.

In the Fatherland Liberation War (June 25, 1950-
July 27, 1953) that could be likened to a confrontation
between a rifle and an atomic bomb, the KPA, though
young, displayed mass heroism and unparalleled bravery
and defeated the imperialist allied forces led by the

US. Brilliant victory achieved in the 1950s was carried
forward one decade after another.

Under the wise leadership of President Kim Il Sung,
the KPA developed into a-match-for-a-hundred
revolutionary armed forces. Whenever the US made
reckless moves to unleash a new war, provoking the
armed spy ship Pueblo and EC-121 espionage plane
incidents and Panmunjom incident, the KPA shattered
them at every step and fully demonstrated its dignity
and might.

3

e

Kim Il Sung acknowledging thee cheers of the KPA service personnel (August 1953)
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Kim II Sung inspected an army post on Mt Taedok in February 1963 and put forward a revolutionary slogan of
"a-match-for-a-hundred".

The KPA smashed the US attempts to provoke another war, such as the incidents of the US armed spy ship Pueblo and large espionage
plane EC-121.

Kim 11 Sung and Kim Jong Il inspecting a KPA unit (May 1965) Kim Il Sung among KPA service personnel (February 1966)
e S L EeATT e > o . »
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Kim Il Sung inspecting a frontline post (February 1963)
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Kim Il Sung inspecting the military equipment of a KPA soldier (May 1965)

Kim Il Sung meeting tankmen (April 1983)

Source: Consulate General of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea in Hong Kong

18 International Link @ [ & {8
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Ushering in New Phase in Building Up
Revolutionary Armed Forces

Chairman Kim Jong Il further
strengthened the KPA with his
outstanding army-building ideas and
leadership.

Already in the first days of his
leadership over the revolutionary armed
forces in 1960, the Chairman led the
KPA to uphold the slogan "Let us defend
with our very lives the Party Central
Committee headed by the respected
Comrade Kim II Sung!" And he put
forward the programme of modelling the
entire army on Kimilsungism so as to
thoroughly establish the Party's unified
command system in it and thus make it
perform with credit its mission of firmly
defending the cause of the WPK by
force of arms.

Kim Jong Il at the Dwarf-pine Company of the KPA on the morning of New

-

Year’s day (January 1995)

Thanks to the administration of his Songun politics,
socialist Korea advanced dynamically toward a broad
avenue for building a thriving country, overcoming
harshest trials and difficulties of the Arduous March and
forced march in the 1990s.

Cherishing an unshakable faith that the dignity
and peace of the country and people and the victory of
socialism hinge on the arms, the Chairman set out on the
road of military inspection and taught service personnel
military strategies and tactics capable of defeating any

International Link [ & & {2

formidable enemy.

As he lavished parental care and affection
on the KPA soldiers, visiting them wherever
they were, the harmonious whole of the supreme
commander and soldiers was further consolidated
and the KPA strengthened into an invincible
army closely rallied based on the revolutionary
comradeship.

Source: Consulate General of the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea in Hong Kong

Kim Jong Il guiding a political study of the KPA service
personnel (July 2000)

Kim Jong I1 looking over combat equipment (April 2000)
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Kim Jong Il presenting an automatic rifle at a KPA navel unit (June Kim Jong Il meeting soldiers at Panmunjom
(November 1996)

Kim Jong Il congratulating soldiers on their Kim Jong Il and Kim Jong Un inspecting a KPA unit (November 2011)
success in drills (January 1998)
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Strengthening into Invincible,
Elite Revolutionary Armed ForcesReality

The KPA is now meeting its heyday of development
under the leadership of the respected Comrade Kim
Jong Un. He set the modelling of the entire army on
Kimilstuigism-Kinijongilism as the general task in the
army building in the beginning of the new century of
the Judie era. thus providing important guidelines for
consistently developing the KPA.

He put forward ever-victorious strategy and tactics
and the line of developing the KPA into an elite and
strong army, raised the hot wind of such mass movements
as the Guards Units Movement and the movement to
become crack shots, gave strong impetus to establishing
military discipline, and personally organized and
guided actual war-like drills and training competitions
unprecedented in the history of army building.

Thanks to his energetic leadership. a revolutionary
turnaround has been effected in perfecting combat
preparedness of the KPA and its fighting strength

International Link [ & & {2

enhanced remarkably. And it is demonstrating its
political and ideological superiority, moral soundness
and invincible might with the strongest military muscle
in the world.

Inexhaustible might of the revolutionary armed
forces of the DPRK is the source of the stable life
enjoyed by the Korean people in a peaceful environment.
in spite of the dark clouds of war constantly hovering
over them for decades.

As the KPA is making a dash along the course
indicated by the Party Central Committee. peace and
security on the Korean peninsula and in the region are
reliably safeguarded and the cause of building a powerful
socialist country is making a steady advance in the
DPRK.

Under the leadership of the WPK. the KPA will
add eternal glory to its sacred history and tradition and
always emerge victorious.

Kim Jong Un guiding the Fifth Conference of
Training Officers of the KPA (April 2015)

Kim Jong Un visiting a KPA unit defending and island and stressing the need
to intensify education through the leadership exploits of the Party associated with
the unit (April 2012)

[ 3% 48 International Link
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Kim Jong Un inspecting the KPA units at the Kim Jong Un among KPA soldiers defending the Ung Island who have become
southwestern front (February 2012) crack shots (July 2014)

oo

Kim Jong Un inspecting the KPA
Tankmen’s Competition-2016 (March 2016)

Tz
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Kim Jong Un guiding the inspection fight drill of combat pilots of the Air and Anti-
Aircraft Force of the KPA (October 2014)

Kim Jong Un guiding the striking contest of
2017)

the KPA navy (June 2014)

Kim Jong Un inspecting on board the manoeuvres of

26
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Kim Jong Un inspecting the military operations of the KPA units for operation of tactical nukes conducted between September 25 and
October 9, 2022

Kim Jong Un guiding a test fire of new-type ICBM of Kim Jong Un on the platform of the military parade in celebration

DPRK'’s strategic forces (November 2022) of the 90th anniversary of the founding of the Korean People’s
Revolutionary Army (April 2022)

Source: Consulate General of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea in Hong Kong
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Giuseppe Yoffreda Yorio
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Speechs elements for the interview with
Ambassador Giuseppe Yoffreda Yorio,
in the framework of his visit to the

Macao Special Administrative Region,
People's Republic of China

International Link [ & & {2

1.- During the last year, Venezuela showed positive
macroeconomic indicators by first time during the last
years. Could you mention some of the most important
advances in the economic matter during this period
and explain why is Venezuela experiencing this visible
improvement despite of the international sanctions?

Since 2014, Venezuela has faced unilateral
coercive measures imposed by hegemonic countries,

Ambassador Giuseppe Yoffreda Yorio

aiming at bending a democratic nation to posses its
abundant natural resources. These measures target the
fundamental bases of the national economy, directly
affecting the foreign currency income of our country, and
consequently the well-being of our people.

As of 2020, President Nicolas Maduro, together
with his economic and social cabinet, developed, a set
of economic measures; beginning with the promulgation

[ 3% 48 International Link




of Anti-Blockade Law that has served as an umbrella for

the development of economic activities, as well as the
promotion and protection of foreign investment in the
country. This facts mark a milestone in the new economic
growth of Venezuela, which has begun to present positive
economic indicators since 2021.

By the end of 2022, Venezuela has presented an
economy growth rate of around 15%; well above the
South American region, close to the 12% prognosis made
by the Economic Commission for Latin America and
the Caribbean ECLAC. This growth rate is based on the
106% increase of imports destined to commercial and
industrial production, as well as a 151.6% increase in
exports, also given the increase in the production of raw
materials and diversification of non-traditional sectors.

Likewise, the national financial system has been
recovering; with a 51% increase in deposits, which
together with stabilize inflation rates; as a sign that
Venezuela is overcoming the induced hyperinflation of
our national currency.

This growth boom has been reflected across all
productive sectors of the nation, especially in the areas of
agro-food; with growth in both production and industry,
which has contributed to achieve domestic supply of
89% of food consumption of the Venezuelan population.

President Nicolas Maduro has stated that there is
still much to be done, which is why he is at the forefront
of the continuous work, together with his people, to
achieve sustained growth of indicators of the Venezuelan
economy. By 2023, ECLAC forecasts economic growth
of Venezuela in at least 6.5%; however, the national
Administration will make every effort to continue
reaching double-digit growth that can fully benefit the
Venezuelan people.

The blockade and sanctions still continue to be in
place, however the Economic Miracle of

Venezuela has only been possible due to the ability
of its people to overcome the harshest adversities, and to

International Link [ & & {2

the solid legitimate and democratic government, whose
goal is the well-being of all of our nation.

2.- Venezuela and China have been rising the
level of their relations in a significant way during the
last two decades. Nowadays, both countries have a
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. In which areas is
interested Venezuela to empower its cooperation with
China looking forward the recovery of its economy?

Relations between Venezuela and China date
back to 1974, however it was with Commander Hugo
Chavez that from 2001, a process of intense political
and commercial cooperation between both countries
began. This relationship matured into an honest and solid
friendship between leaders and peoples, until in 2014,
during the visit of President Xi Jinping to Venezuela,
when together with President Nicolas Maduro, the Heads
of State of both countries signed a Joint Declaration
raising the level of the relationship to the Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership; a fact that marked the beginning of
a new moment in bilateral cooperation, characterized by
mutual interest in deepening the relationship at a higher
level.

Investment and commercial exchange, from the
perspective of the growth opportunities represented
by Venezuela at this time, are fundamental axes being
promoted under the partnership between our nations.

All Chinese companies interested on investing in
Venezuela will be greeted with a range of development
and profitability opportunities unmatched in the Latin
American region. Likewise, in joint efforts between
the authorities of both countries, work has been done
to obtain sanitary protocols for the entry into China of
various Venezuelan products of excellent quality; such
as coffee, cocoa, rum, avocado and Chinese beans. Sea
foods such as white shrimp, are already traded in the
Chinese market, as part of the growing commercial
exchange.

3.- The President of the Bolivarian Republic of

Venezuela, Nicolas Maduro, has shown his interest in
developing Special Economic Zones as a mechanism
to contribute to the development and boost of the
national economy. Additionally, the National Assembly
has enacted special acts on the subject matter. Could
you explain the legal and practical steps taken by the
Bolivarian Government of Venezuela to achieve this
goal, and what are the guarantees offered to foreign
investors?

Since 2020, with the entry into force of the Anti-
Blockade law, a range of opportunities opened in the field
of productive investments in Venezuela. To accompany
this process, and further increase the reindustrialization
of our country, the Organic Law of Special Economic
Zones was created.

It is a Law that results from the study of the
experiences in the economic and social spheres of this
type of zones. Our legislature focused on the success
of China's special economic zones, and how they
contributed to the development of the economy of this
great country.

The Law of Special Economic Zones is aimed
at promoting national and international investment,
guaranteeing legal certainty and reliability of return
on the profitability of investments, through incentives,
fiscal, tax and administrative benefits.

Through the International Center for Productive
Investment and the Superintendency of Special Economic
Zones, bodies created by the Anti-Blockade Law and the
Organic Law of Special Economic Zones, respectively,
Chinese investors have their Venezuelan counterpart at
hand for the negotiation of investment projects, also in its
favor is the feasibility of installment within the Special
Economic Zones, to obtain the advantages offered by
said zones established by President Nicolas Maduro.

4.- China and Venezuela are developing important
projects of bilateral cooperation in diverse areas such:

Infrastructure, healthcare, technology, energy and
petroleum, tourism, and others. From your perspective,
what areas could be strengthened for the benefit of both
nations within the framework of the Silk Road economic
policy proposed by President Xi Jinping?

All areas of cooperation between our nations are
extremely important, however within the Belt and Road
Initiative proposed by President Xi Jinping, connectivity
infrastructure is essential.

Due to its geostrategic location, Venezuela offers
a unique position in the north of South America, with
coasts towards the Caribbean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean,
in addition to its immediate proximity to the Panama
Canal. Land communication routes connect Venezuela
with the entire continental region. Such geographical
advantages make Venezuela an ideal hub for regional
connectivity.

Venezuelan airports and maritime ports are open to
be inserted into the connection plan of the Belt and Road
Commercial and Economic Initiative, providing a robust
infrastructure that can be enhanced and modernized
through Chinese investment in Venezuela.

5.- In recent declarations to Chinese media, you
have broadly highlighted the importance of the China-
Venezuela cooperation, approaching the pandemic of
Covid-19, that caused a great commotion worldwide.
From your perspective, could you mention how can
both nations take advantage of this experience to shape
a successful and enhanced model of cooperation in
the sanitary scope? Including for example: Preventive
healthcare plans, Exchange of knowledge between
professionals of both nations, learning plans of traditional
Chinese medicine in Venezuela, and others.

The Chinese government took a humanistic
approach to managing the pandemic, concentrating on
the health and life of its inhabitants, as the foundation for
strategies and actions in the health area. With a scientific
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basis, these policies were adapted to the evolution of the

levels of propagation and mortality of the virus, making
sacrifices that today, in return, bear fruit in the social and
even economic sphere.

Venezuela, a country that also prioritized the lives
of its people during the pandemic, despite the

intensification of unilateral coercive measures, also
led an effective management of it through appropriate
health policies that sought to protect the lives and health
of the population. China was an integral part of these
policies, through the humanitarian aid it provided to
Venezuela in the form of supplies and vaccines against
Covid-19, as well as the exchange of knowledge; as
Venezuela was the first South American country that
received a team of Chinese medical specialists to offer
assistance in managing the pandemic based on the
Chinese experience.

Venezuela is willing to continue working with the
Chinese government to deepen cooperation in health
area, as well as promoting commercial and technological
exchanges of equipment for the Venezuelan public
health network, as well as technical and professional
cooperation between the health institutions of both
countries.

6.- Macao is a special administrative region with
great dynamism in tourism, economy, finances, and other
areas. Which areas interesting you the most during your
visit? Could you mention some of the goals of the agenda
that you are developing in Macao?

Undoubtedly, the exponential development of the
RAEM has much to offer and serve the world as an
example of vanguard tourism and finance; a marvelous
achievement framed in the right policies for the
development of the Greater Bay Area.

It is a great honor for me to be welcomed with open
arms by the authorities of the MSAR; I am grateful for
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this honor, since this visit represents a great opportunity
to revisit subjects and strengthen cooperation ties
between the MSAR and Venezuela.

The basis of bilateral relations is naturally political,
as a general framework necessary for comprehensive
and particular cooperation in specific areas. That is
why in this visit we seek, first of all, to strengthen
friendship with the MSAR government; and from that
point on, develop and expand the areas of cooperation
and exchanges to the spheres in which the MSAR and
Venezuela have great affinities and strengths.

There is a complementarity between the MSAR and
Venezuela, since our country has unlimited development
potential in sectors such as tourism, industry, mineral,
energy, agri-food, fishing, just to mention a few...
while on its own, the MSAR has great experience in
the development of many of these areas, as well as the
interest in continuing to grow in such sectors; which
is why Macao investors are welcomed to integrate the
Venezuelan productive sector.

7.- In the framework of the China- Venezuela
cooperation, there are important initiatives in the
touristic sector. The Bolivarian nation has taken part in
international fairs of tourism held in Mainland China and
in the Special Administrative Regions of Hong Kong
and Macao. Additionally, groups of Chinese tourists visit
various destinations in Venezuela.

Which initiatives do you consider could be taken to
continue empowering the cooperation in this sector?

From Venezuela we are making great efforts to
provide the necessary impetus to achieve the

diversification and growth of our economy; That
is why we have the Bolivarian Economic Agenda, a
program that serves as a roadmap in this regard; within
which 18 Economic Engines are outlined, including
tourism, which has particular potential in Venezuela,

given that it is a favored megadiverse destination.

In this sense, from Venezuela we take advantage
of each promotion platform to our country and its
destinations; particularly in China as a friendly nation.
We always thank with our presence the invitations to
participate in all available tourism promotion forums;
we enjoy exhibiting and publicizing the beauties of our
country, and we welcome with open arms our brothers
and sisters who visit us from China.

As we see with admiration the growth and
development of the MSAR in the tourism field, (for
its people, legal, administrative and infrastructure
framework); Part of the actions to be taken aimed at
promoting tourism cooperation is the diversification
and increase of bilateral exchanges; particularly, to
promote meeting spaces for the exchange of experiences
and training of human talent; as well as promoting the
presence of Chinese investors in Venezuela’s touristic
development projects.

8.- In the international scene, the development
of the dialogue between the Venezuelan Government
with representatives of the Venezuelan opposition, is
being followed with great interest, which was restarted
in Mexico by the end of last year. As representative of
your government, what are your expectations about this
process?

Since his arrival to the Presidency of the Republic,
President Maduro, as a person aware of the importance
of mutual understanding to carry out the integral
development of Venezuela; has personally made more
than 1,000 calls for dialogue with Venezuelan political
opposition, and all sectors of society; aiming at the
strengthening of national union, in favor of the defense
of the peace and sovereignty of Venezuela.

Based on results yielded by the most recent
meeting, held by the end of November 2022; in which

a consensus with Venezuelan opposition was reached
through the signing of the Second Partial Agreement for
the Protection of the Venezuelan People; a document in
which specific common objectives are outlined, such as
the commitment to restore more than 3 billion dollars
that were stolen from Venezuela; which will be returned
to their destination, to the service and benefit of the
Venezuelan people. We hope that Venezuelan opposition
will maintain its disposition to participate in the dialogue
called on by the Bolivarian Government, and that it
will not fall prey to manipulations by foreign interests;
thus finally understanding that Peace and Defense
of Sovereignty are the best road toward our people’s
wellbeing and development of our nation.

9.- Venezuela have shown great interest in the
Belt and Road initiative, proposed by the People’s
Republic of China as cooperation model for the shared
development between the member countries. What steps
does Venezuela intend to take in its adherence to this
initiative and what

benefits you consider that your country could obtain
by doing so?

10.- To close, what message would you like to send
to the Chinese people and in particular, to the people of
Macao, in representation of the people of Venezuela, in
occasion of the recently celebrated Lunar New Year?

Very recently I had the opportunity to celebrate with
the Chinese people the Spring Festival that welcomed the
Lunar New Year; a pleasant experience in which festive
atmosphere and family union could be felt on the streets.
For this Year of the Water Rabbit, we express to the
great Chinese people, and in particular to the people of
Macao, our best wishes for health, good fortune, peace,
family union and prosperity!. We are confident that
under President XI, the Chinese nation will continue its
glorious march towards spiritual and material greatness.
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CE meets with Venezuelan Ambassador

to China

The Chief Executive, Mr Ho lat Seng, met with the
Ambassador of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
to the People's Republic of China, Mr Giuseppe Angelo
Carmelo Yoffreda Yorio, to exchange views regarding
cooperation on economic matters, tourism, and cultural
affairs.

During the meeting held on Thursday (9 February)
at the Government Headquarters, the Chief Executive
expressed a warm welcome to Ambassador Yorio on his
visit to Macao, noting he was able to see and experience
first-hand, the latest developments in the Macao Special
Administrative Region (MSAR).

Mr Ho said the mainland authorities had put in
place since 8 January optimised measures encouraging
exchanges between people in mainland China and the
Hong Kong SAR, and the MSAR. The local tourism
sector was gradually recovering thanks to the measures.

The Chief Executive told Mr Yorio the MSAR
Government paid great attention to adequate economic
diversification, and looked forward to both sides
exploring more cooperation projects.

Ambassador Yorio thanked the Chief Executive for
arranging the meeting, and conveyed greetings from the
President of Venezuela, Mr Nicolas Maduro Moros.

Ambassador Yorio said Venezuela had recently

introduced legislation on special economic zones in
the country, to attract foreign investment and boost
the economy. He was hoping to learn from Macao’s
experience as an international city, to help Venezuela
develop its policy regarding special economic
zones. Meanwhile, there should be further effort to
advance cooperation between Macao and Venezuela,
strengthening ties in economic and trade matters,
tourism, and culture.

The Chief Executive noted many people were
travelling between Macao and Venezuela, despite the
distance between the two places. The two sides should
step up exchanges and cooperation in tourism, the “Big
Health” industry, modern finance, high technology,
business in MICE (meetings, incentives, conferences
and exhibitions), culture, commerce, and trade. Mr
Ho wished success to Venezuela in development of its
special economic zone policy.

Macao officials attending the meeting included the
Director of the Government Headquarters Affairs Bureau,
Ms Lao Kuan Lai da Luz. The Commercial Attaché of
the Embassy of Venezuela in China, Mr Gabriel Jose
Gimenez Roa, and the Consul-General of Venezuela in
the Hong Kong SAR, Ms Ana Dubraska Garcia, were
also at the meeting.
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Mr. Liu Xianfa, ( left 4) the Commissioner of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of China in

Macao SAR meets with Venezuelan Ambassador to China
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The Chief Executive, Mr. Ho lat Seng meets with Venezuelan Ambassador
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Kendi

Ming dynasty, Hongwu period (1368-98), Jingdezhen
Porcelain with underglaze-red decoration

H.17 cm
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Dragon Ewer

Yuan dynasty, 14th century, Jingdezhen
Porcelain with underglaze-blue decoration
H.23 cm
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Dish
Ming dynasty, Hongwu period (1368-98), Jingdezhen
Porcelain with underglaze-red decoration
Diam. 47 cm
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Mandarin Duck
Yuhuchun Vase
Yuan dynasty, 14th
century, Jingdezhen
Porcelain with
underglaze-blue
decoration
H.25cm
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Dish

Yuan dynasty, 14th century, Jingdezhen
Porcelain with underglaze-blue decoration
Diam. 47 cm
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Ewer

Yuan dynasty, 14th century, Jingdezhen

Porcelain with qingbai glaze and moulded decoration
H.8 cm

EEEM

T, 141HEY), RIEHE
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Yuhuchun Vase

Yuan dynasty, early 14th century, Jingdezhen
Porcelain with qingbai glaze and applied decoration
H.29 cm
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Inheritance and innovation of

ceramic art and technology

Red and Blue and White: Yuan and
Early Ming Dynasty Ceramics from
the Jinglexuan Collection

The University Museum and Art Gallery (UMAG)
of the University of Hong Kong (HKU) is privileged to
present Red and Blue and White: Yuan and Early Ming
Dynasty Ceramics from the Jinglexuan Collection, an
exhibition documenting the advanced development of
red-and-white and blue-and-white Chinese ceramics.
These highly sophisticated artefacts would come to take
on unprecedented importance both for the domestic and
foreign markets.

While the surface decorations exemplify
technological advances in glaze materials and firing
techniques, the depicted iconography employs a

International Link [ & & {2

vocabulary of symbols long celebrated in Chinese
culture. Rare examples display stylistic features adapted
into export wares that were—like some of the decorative
bottles and bowls sent to patrons in the Middle East—
more Islamic than Chinese in terms of shapes and motifs.

At UMAG, this selection of ceramics prefaces
and extends the museum’s own collection, and the
array of further developed forms and colours that
characterise later Ming and Qing dynasty porcelains.
We are grateful to the Jinglexuan Collection for this
opportunity to curate such an exceptionally expansive
and educational display.

Details of the Exhibition

Period: February 10, 2023 (Friday) to
April 30, 2023 (Sunday)

Opening Hours:

9:30 am—6:00 pm (Tuesday to Saturday)

1:00 pm—6:00 pm (Sunday)

Closed on Mondays, University and Public
Holidays

Venue: 2/F, Fung Ping Shan Building,
UMAG, HKU, 90 Bonham Road, Pokfulam,

Hong Kong

About University Museum and Art
Gallery of the University of Hong Kong

(UMAG)
UMAG was founded in 1953 as the

Fung Ping Shan Museum. It was originally
established as the Fung Ping Shan Library in

1932 in honour of its benefactor.

RED AND BLUE ANU WHITE
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JC PROcruit C Traineeship

Programme Phase Two
Officially Kicks Oft First Cohort

Created and funded by The Hong Kong Jockey
Club Charities Trust, the Phase Two of JC PROcruit C
kicked off its first cohort on 3rd January 2023, officially
welcoming over 80 first-time-job-seekers to join the
centralised bootcamp training and industry-specific
onboarding training, followed by the one-year full-time
traineeship.

Ms. Winnie Yip, Executive Manager, Charities
(Sports and Culture) of The Hong Kong Jockey
Club delivered the opening remarks at the Kick-
off Ceremony, sharing the mission and vision of JC
PROcruit C, “The programme creates possibilities
for first-time-job-seekers and helps boost their
career trajectories through a unique and structured
through-train school-to-work one-year traineeship
programme,” said Ms. Yip. Phase Two of the
programme will be expanded to cover graduates with
degrees and sub-degrees as well as holders of Hong
Kong Diploma of Secondary Education (HKDSE) or

International Link [ & & {2

equivalent qualifications in order to encourage more
graduates to embark their professional journey in the
caring profession with emerging roles.

The “VASK” talent matching model (i.e. Values,
Attitudes, Skills and Knowledge) enables trainees to
better understand their values and attitudes, breaking
away from the traditional qualification-based talent-
matching model to a strength-based one. For example, a
graduate majoring in Linguistics can become a Design
Trainee under the “Technology for Good” track through
this programme and start their professional career in an
industry different from her studies in school.

Representatives from the industry convenors
participating in the first cohort, including Good Lab,
Hong Kong Science and Technology Parks, Hong Kong
Young Women’s Christian Association, Po Leung Kuk,
New Life Psychiatric Rehabilitation Association and
Tung Wah Group of Hospitals, welcomed the trainees to
their respective industries with words of encouragement

during the Ceremony. The convenors stressed that the
forward-looking employers in four emerging sectors,
namely Creativity, Technology, Business and Healthcare
are putting together their social innovation into actions
in their daily work. Therefore, trainees can start a
professional career in various human-centric job roles,
realise their career goals and create social values to the
community.

On top of industry convenors, four alumni
from the four tracks who completed the one-year
traineeship in the programme’s first phase shared
their experiences and memorable moments during
their traineeship journey.

“Despite graduating from Journalism, I managed
to join the programme as a Project Management Trainee
under Technology for Good. Throughout the traineeship,

I met a group of like-minded friends and we shared with
one another the learnings and insights in the industry
from time to time. Upon completion of the one-year
traineeship, I am being offered the position as a R&D
Alliance Manager by the same company,” said Dora, a
graduated JC PROcruit C Phase One trainee.

JC PROcruit C believes caring is a profession
and encourages first-time-job-seekers to “Start Your
Future in a Caring Profession.” The programme
welcomes first-time-job-seekers who aspired to join
the caring profession with emerging roles. Applicants
are encouraged to submit their applications as soon
as possible for cohort two & three, as the applications
are being reviewed on a rolling basis. For more
information on JC PROcruit C, please visit: https://
jeprocruitc.org.hk/

About JC PROcruit C

professional pathway.

JC PROcruit C is a one-year professional traineeship programme created and funded by The Hong
Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust. Together with 7 industry convenors and over 200 committed and
forward-looking employers, the programme offers on-the-job training, coaching and professional network
building facilitation for first-time-job-seekers, with a total of 600 one-year traineeship opportunities in
16 future-oriented job roles across four emerging sectors namely Creativity, Technology, Business and
Healthcare are offered, helping the young graduates to develop their work readiness and carve out their
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The 16" Japan International

Manga Award Announced
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Japan International Manga Award
Past award winning Hong Kong Manga
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The 8" Exhibition for Nominated
Young Artist in Asia

Dr. Shirley Yeung - a Hong

Kong Painter Nominated
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A Trip to Rongzhou, the Millennium

Pottery Capital
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The forecasts of major economic variables for 2023

EA SRR R B 2R (%) BER— BERZ BR=
Year-on-Year Growth Rate (%) Scenario 1 Scenario 2 Scenario 3
A ERAE 18 Lower 2.7 17.2 236
Gross Domestic Product EL4R Baseline 20.5 36.5 441
&5 Upper 383 55.8 64.5
TWNHESZ &€ Lower -1.0 -0.7 -0.6
Private Consumption Expenditure EL48 Baseline 6.3 6.5 6.5
&= Upper 134 13.6 13.6
BIEE AR A ARER &{& Lower -17.5 -16.6 -16.1
Gross Fixed Capital Formation 4% Baseline 24 4.6 5.0
&= Upper 222 25.8 26.1
i=C7/lae]m| B{& Lower -25.0 -25.0 -24.7
Exports of Goods E4R Baseline 3.5 36 36
7% Upper 321 322 3238
BR#sE0 &1E& Lower 22.0 46.8 62.6
Exports of Services E 4% Baseline 352 64.9 82.8
B Upper 485 83.0 1029
B B{& Lower -12.2 -11.7 -104
Imports of Goods 4% Baseline 6.0 6.7 9.8
875 Upper 242 252 299
BR#sED &1 Lower -5.1 -2.2 -14
Imports of Services EL4% Baseline 6.1 9.2 10.6
&= Upper 173 20.6 22.6
it EERETEYEEEERE &1 Lower 14 13 212
GDP Deflator Growth Rate £43 Baseline 16 1.7 17
&= Upper 4.6 4.6 47
HEZMEEY (KRE) BRE &€ Lower -0.5 -0.2 -0.2
CPI (Composite) Inflation Rate E4% Baseline 1.7 2.0 2.0
&= Upper 4.0 42 43
BRIFWRAPTH 1K Lower -6.1 -5.2 -5.2
Median Monthly Employment Earnings £43 Baseline 1.4, 2.0 211,
&= Upper 8.4 9.2 94
PSS &{& Lower 34 32 31
Unemployment Rate £43 Baseline 4.0 3.8 37
&= Upper 45 43 42
it ERAER E1& Lower 4.2 4.0 39
Unemployment Rate (Residents) 4% Baseline 49 47 45
£ Upper 55 53 5.2
BUSEREWA (Z2PT) =18 Lower 412 465 495
Government Current Revenue £43 Baseline 554 628 661
&= Upper 696 791 828

UM releases Macroeconomic Forecast

for Macao 2023

The University of Macau (UM) Centre for Macau
Studies (CMS) and Department of Economics have
released the Macroeconomic Forecast for Macao 2023,
estimating that the economy will grow between 20.5%
and 44.1%; exports of services will grow between 35.2%
and 82.8%; and the final revenue of the Macao SAR
government will remain at around MOP 55.4 billion to
MOP 66.1 billion, in 2023. Macao’s economic recovery
is also expected to be more obvious, especially in the
second half of the year.

Based on three different scenarios, the research
team has obtained the following forecasts: the baseline
forecast of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growths are
20.5%, to MOP 211.8 billion (47.7% of 2019’s level), in
Scenario 1; 36.5%, to MOP 240 billion (54.0% of 2019’s
level), in Scenario 2; and 44.1%, to MOP 253.3 billion
(67.0% of 2019’s level), in Scenario 3, respectively (real
growth rate, all absolute levels calculated in chained
(2020) dollars). The baseline forecast of growths in the
exports of services are 35.2% in Scenario 1, 64.9% in
Scenario 2, and 82.8% in Scenario 3, respectively. The
Macao SAR government’s current revenue in 2023 is
expected to be MOP 55.4 billion in Scenario 1, MOP
62.8 billion in Scenario 2, and MOP 66.1 billion in
Scenario 3, respectively.

In 2022, the economy of Macao continued to shrink
as a result of the impact of the pandemic and epidemic
prevention policies. In the first quarter, the year-on-year

GDP fell by 10.5%. Following the relatively large-scale
emergence of infection cases in the local community
in mid to late June, the year-on-year GDP collapsed
by 39.0% in the second quarter, returning to the level
of the second quarter of 2020. From mid-June to July
2022, subject to the influence of the implementation of
lockdown measures, the year-on-year GDP decreased by
33.4% in the third quarter.

As Macao has adjusted its epidemic prevention
policies in December 2022, visitor arrivals are expected
to increase in 2023. However, there are differences in
the adaptability of the Macao society and the willingness
of foreigners to visit Macao. In response to these
differences, the research team has made three different
scenario assumptions. Scenario 1 has more cautious
assumptions: visitor arrivals are assumed to be 2.07
million in the first quarter (20% of 2019’s level), 2.48
million in the second quarter (25% of 2019’s level),
2.98 million in the third quarter (30% of 2019), and
3.22 million in the fourth quarter (35% of 2019°s level).
Scenario 2 has more optimistic assumptions: visitor
arrivals are assumed to be 3.11 million in the first quarter
(30% of 2019’s level), 3.97 million in the second quarter
(40% of 2019’s level), 4.96 million in the third quarter
(50% of 2019’s level), and 5.52 million in the fourth
quarter (60% of 2019’s level). Scenario 3 is even more
optimistic when compared to Scenario 2, considering
that visitor arrivals in the second half of 2023 will grow
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faster: visitor arrivals in the first and second quarters are
assumed to be the same as in Scenario 2, while visitor
arrivals in the third quarter and the fourth quarter are
assumed to be 6.94 million (70% of 2019’s level), and
7.36 million (80% of 2019°s level), respectively. The
above scenarios all assume that there will be no major
changes in the

epidemic situation that will lead to rapid policy
adjustment.

Based on the above three scenarios, the forecasts
of major economic variables are as follows:

- The baseline forecast of GDP growths are
20.5%, to MOP 211.8 billion (47.7% of 2019’s level),
in Scenario 1; 36.5%, to MOP 240 billion (54.0%
of 2019’s level), in Scenario 2; and 44.1%, to MOP
253.3 billion (67.0% of 2019’s level), in Scenario 3,
respectively.

- The baseline forecast of growths in the exports of
services are 35.2% in Scenario 1, 64.9% in Scenario 2,
and 82.8% in Scenario 3, respectively.

- The baseline forecast of growths in private
consumption expenditure are 6.3% to 6.5%.

- The baseline forecast of growths in total gross
fixed capital formation are 2.4% in Scenario 1, 4.6% in
Scenario 2, and 5.0% in Scenario 3, respectively.

- The inflation rate measured by GDP deflator is
expected to rise by 1.6% to 1.7%, and consumer price is
expected to increase by 1.7% to 2.0%.

- Median monthly employment earnings are
expected to increase by 1.1% in Scenario 1, 2.0% in
Scenario 2, and 2.1% in Scenario 3, respectively.

- Unemployment rate is projected to be 4.0% in
Scenario 1, 3.8% in Scenario 2, and 3.7% in Scenario 3,
respectively. The unemployment rate for local residents
is expected to be 4.9% in Scenario 1, 4.7% in Scenario 2,
and 4.5% in Scenario 3, respectively.

- The Macao SAR government’s current revenue in
2023 is expected to be MOP 55.4 billion in Scenario 1,
MOP 62.8 billion in Scenario 2, and MOP 66.1 billion in
Scenario 3, respectively.

Macao has finally reopened after nearly three years
of implementation of epidemic prevention and control
measures. However, there will still be many challenges
on the road to economic recovery. The labour market is
likely to be affected by lag effects of the pandemic in the
short term and they will hinder the growth of tourism-
related industries. In general, due to the low base effect
in 2022, it is expected that Macao’s economic recovery
(especially in the second half of the year) will be more
obvious this year.

About the Macroeconometric Structural Model of Macao

The Macroeconometric Structural Model
of Macao is a quarterly simultaneous-equations
econometric model which covers seven aspects
of Macao’s economy: consumption, investment,
the external sector, prices, government, the
labour market, and the monetary sector. It
includes 89 equations and 296 variables. Time
series data start from the first quarter of 1998
and is updated once new data are available. Its
results provide the community with a timely
understanding of the state of Macao’s economy

and support prudent decision-making. The
model was founded by late Prof Sir James
Mirrlees, winner of the Nobel Prize in economic
sciences and honorary doctor of social sciences
of UM, as well as faculty members in the
Department of Economics of UM. Members of
the research team include Dr Chan Chi Shing,
adjunct lecturer in the CMS; Prof Ho Wai
Hong, associate professor in the Department
of Economics; and Prof Kwan Fung, assistant
professor in the Department of Economics.

Source: Centre for Macau Studies
University of Macau
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UM student wins 1st prize in China Postgraduate
Mathematical Contest in Modelling

Huang Hongliang, a postgraduate student in the
Department of Mathematics, Faculty of Science and
Technology (FST), University of Macau (UM), recently
won a first prize at ‘Huawei Cup’ — the 19th China
Postgraduate Mathematical Contest in Modelling. The
competition attracted a total of 17,970 teams from more
than 400 universities and research institutes around the
world, with only 1 per cent of the teams winning a first
prize.

Each team in the contest had three members.
Huang was the leader of his team, which was formed
by two other university students from Macao. During
the contest, they were required to answer questions
and submit papers within a limited time. The
students demonstrated their ability to solve practical
problems by building mathematical models and using
information technology. After two months of rigorous
assessment by the judging panel, Huang’s team was
awarded a first prize.

The 19th China Postgraduate Mathematical Contest
in Modelling placed an emphasis on cutting-edge and
practical problems in various disciplines. Held for the
first time in 2003, the competition has attracted students
from hundreds of universities worldwide over the years.
The event aims to foster team spirit and a creative

mindset among postgraduate students, promote talent
development in science and technology, facilitate the
development of postgraduate education, and strengthen
exchange and cooperation between universities and
enterprises.

With an international education setup, UM
is committed to producing talent with innovative
thinking skills, a global mindset, and international
competitiveness. The university has established
cooperation platforms with its counterparts around
the world to provide diverse opportunities for
learning and academic exchange for its students. The
university also encourages and supports students to
participate in international competitions to broaden
their horizons and enhance their competitiveness. Prof
Lei Siu Long in the Department of Mathematics of the
FST is Huang’s supervisor. He and other professors
in the department have been encouraging students
to actively participate in mathematical modelling
competitions. The professors also provide pre-
competition counselling to help students consolidate
their knowledge and stimulate their interest in
pursuing mathematical knowledge.

Source: Faculty of Science and Technology,
University of Macau

Huang Hongliang and Prof Lei Siu Long (right)
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Amanjena - MARRAKECH, MOROCCO

Inspired by the rose-hued buildings of old Marrakech,
palatial Amanjena is close to the fabled Red City, set in its
own expanse of gardens and grand open spaces. Shaded
courtyards with fountains lead to the central bassin that
nourishes the gardens in which spacious standalone guest
pavilions and maisons rest, all with private gardens and
many with private pools. Views stretch across the olive

groves and palms of the oasis, extending to the High Atlas
Mountains on the horizon.

Spend time relaxing by the pool, enjoy a game of
tennis on one of Amanjena’s clay courts, take to the 27-
hole Amelkis Golf Course which sits next door, or visit the
otherworldly landscape of the Agafay dunes deep in the
desert.
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!- C C OMM OD ! TI ON Vaulted ceilings and Moorish arches are home to
cool, elegant interiors while spacious private gardens,
each with a traditional outdoor gazebo are perfectly

PaViliOIlS & Maisons suited to daily lounging. Amanjena has a generosity of

space reflecting the desert all around.
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EXC LU SIVE OFFER Guests staying for four nights can enjoy a host of

unique privileges, including a complimentary night, daily

E Xt cn d yO ur j ourn ey breakfast and return airport transfers.

Situated within an oasis of palm and olive trees, Amanjena (‘peaceful paradise’)
G etting here lies just minutes from Morocco’s famous Djemaa el-Fna Square and the UNESCO-
protected medina of Marrakech and a twenty minutes drive from the Marrakech

Menara Airport.
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