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Kim Jong I1 and December 2011

Ten years have passed since Chairman Kim Jong Il (1942-2011) died.
Unforgettable are the days of the December ten years ago.

International Link [ & & {2

A
Last Month

December 2011 was usual for Kim Jong Il, eternal
Chairman of the National Defence Commission of
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, who had
devoted his all to the prosperity and happiness of his
people throughout his life.

He visited the Kaeson Youth Park in the capital city
of Pyongyang on the first Sunday of the month.

It was unusually cold, but he looked round various
places of the park, inquiring its operation.

When an employee of the park asked why he had
come on such a cold day, not on a fine day, he said he
had done so, so that the people could come on fine days.

The December of his life passed in this way for the

people’s happiness and wellbeing.
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One day he visited the February 8 Vinalon
Complex, Ryongsong Machine Complex, Hamhung
Knitwear Factory, Hungnam Leather Shoes Factory and
several other units in South Hamgyong Province.

In the course of such days of devotion, his health
got deteriorated.

To be frank, he was suffering from a severe illness
because of mental and physical fatigue in those days; he
could hardly stand on his feet.

However, he visited more than one hundred units
that year, leading the building of his country into a
powerful socialist one.

Fully aware of the serious state of his health,
doctors asked him to postpone his schedule of on-the-
spot guidance and have a rest even for a while, but he
dug in his heels, saying: I am sorry, but I cannot follow
your advice; I would rather ask you to follow my
advice.

He was a man of iron will to devote his all to
building a prosperous country and bring happiness to his
people.

On December 15, two days before his demise, he
looked round the Hana Music Information Centre and the
Kwangbok Area Supermarket for a long time.

The next day he studied the papers on improving the

people’s living standards in his office until late at night,
and left for another round of on-the-spot guidance.

He passed away on the train, and that was December
17,2011.

Scenes That Moved the World

At 12:00 in Pyongyang time on December 19, 2011,
the news of the demise of Chairman Kim Jong Il was
reported.

The Korean people wailed, and the entire country
turned into a sea of grief; some people even fainted on

the ground.

Such a tearful scene continued until December 29,
the day of the national memorial ceremony.

The scene of the last farewell ceremony held on
December 28 moved the world.

It was snowing heavily from the morning.

The weather forecast said such heavy snow before
and after December 28 was unprecedented in the last
80 years. It snowed so heavily that people could hardly
recognize one another at a short distance.

Something strange took place among the people,
who were waiting for the funeral car along the streets.

International Link 5 8 £8
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They put off their overcoats and even scarves and
put them on the road; some even went back to their
houses and brought blankets and quilts.

Some young people put off their overcoats and
covered the streets with them, themselves standing in
shirts with ties.

International Link [ & & {2

This scene was visible all along the streets of 40
km, through which the funeral motorcade would pass.

A more surprising scene was unfolded when the
motorcade was passing through the street in front of the
Pyongyang Indoor Stadium.

The wailing crowd rushed to the street and blocked

the motorcade with their arms; they looked like the
children departing their dead mother.

The south Korean newspaper Jaju Minbo carried
an article Funeral Service of Chairman Kim Jong II:
Heaven and Earth Wail, which reads in part:

The sky over Pyongyang on the December 28, full
of wailing, sorrow and tears; the wailing people blocked
the funeral motorcade, shouting “Dear General, you
cannot go just like this.” The motorcade had to stop
frequently because of the crowd who rushed to the streets
to block the procession. The funeral service made other
peoples think; have there ever been people on this land
like the compatriots in the north who shaved genuine
love with their leader? Has there ever been history such
epic-like story of true love shown by the compatriots
in the north, love which is beyond description and
imagination and which cannot be retold or written
without shedding tears? The compatriots, who had been
wailing over the unbelievable news about the demise of
their beloved Chairman Kim Jong I1, bid last farewell to
him.

Recalling about Chairman Kim Jong Il

Ten years have elapsed since Kim Jong Il (1942-
2011), the eternal Chairman of the National Defence
Commission of the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea, passed away.

Following are the reminiscences of Kim Jong Il by

international figures.

Umalatova’s Reminiscences

What was Kim Jong Il like seen by Sazhi
Umalatova, chairwoman of the Party for Peace and Unity
of Russia?

Kim Jong Il was a staunch defender of justice and
truth.

When socialism began to collapse in succession
in the East European countries including former Soviet
Union in the end of the 1980s and the beginning of the
1990s, Kim Jong Il encouraged the socialists in Russia
and saved them from spiritual wandering.

Umalatova saw the profile of the saviour and
defender of socialism while reading the books written
by Kim Jong Il, including The Historical Lesson in
Building Socialism and the General Line of Our Party,
Abuses of Socialism Are Intolerable and Socialism Is a
Science.

His firm political conviction and will dealt a severe
blow at the renegades of socialism and capitulationists
and instilled a hope for the revival of socialism in the
people who were aspiring after progress.

What Umalatova, a Leftist figure, could not forget
was his ennobling human traits transcending ideology,
ideal, political view and religious belief.

Like many Russians, she still remembered
August 4, 2001, when Kim Jong 1l visited the Lenin

[ 3% 48 International Link




Mausoleum in Red Square in Moscow. When the career

and exploits of Lenin, the pioneer of the socialist cause
and leader of the international working class, were
being debased by the renegade socialists and they were
even insisting that the mausoleum should be moved
from Red Square, Kim Jong Il visited the mausoleum
and paid tribute to his memory.

She recalled: I am an atheist but I revere Chairman
Kim Jong Il as a divine being; he was a politician of
strong conviction and a leader who would carry out his
position to the end.

Yazov’s Reminiscences

Marshal Dmitry Yazov, former USSR Defence
Minister, wrote in his memoir: It was a great pleasure in
my life to get acquainted with Comrade Kim Jong II;
as the 13th defence minister of the former Soviet Union,
I was attracted to him while meeting him several times
during my visits to the Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea; the resourcefulness and courage of a great
commander is estimated in a war or military expedition
where rise and fall of a nation is decided; then, who
is a great commander in modern times when political
confrontation and military situation are acute? I dare say
that Comrade Kim Jong Il, Supreme Commander of the
Korean People’s Army, is a man of that type.

A veteran military expert with rich battle experience
and military knowledge, which he had gained through his
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lifetime service in the army, recognized the outstanding
military talent and achievement of Kim Jong I, which
would shine for ever in the world military history.

He recalled the whole process of the DPRK-US
confrontation in the 1990s.

As the world knows, many military experts and
analyzers characterized the confrontation in early 1993
as an event full of dramatic shocks and sensations.

A military conflict was unavoidable owing to the
all-out political and military offensive and collective
sanctions on the part of the forces hostile to the DPRK,
and the international community was concerned and
worried about the possible gun sound on the Korean
peninsula and its chain reaction in the international
arena. But the situation changed dramatically: the tense
confrontation was peacefully removed; government-level
delegates of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
and the United States sat at the negotiating table, and the
DPRK-USA joint statement was made public for the first
time in the history of bilateral relations; the US president
sent a letter of assurance to Kim Jong Il, supreme leader
of the DPRK, and many other miraculous events took
place.

The United States, the “only superpower” in the
world, lost the showdown.

Kim Jong Il defended the sovereignty and dignity
of his country and changed the dynamic structure of
the Korean peninsula with iron will and courage and

outstanding insight. He won without firing a shot by
combining hard and soft lines.

Such ability is not easy to find in the world military
history and in other great commanders.

Hair-trigger situations were created on the Korean
peninsula for several times later, but a war did not break
out thanks to his military strategy.

The world community recognized that the factor
was the decisive role Kim Jong Il had played.

Yazov said that history recorded no great man
possessed of perfect political qualifications as the leader
of a nation and ability of a brilliant commander other
than Kim Jong Il.

Vishwanath’s Statement

Kim Jong Il was a man sent by heaven to serve
mankind; such a great man is born once in ten centuries—
this was what Vishwanath, a prominent social figure in
India, said when Kim Jong Il passed away.

He stated.

It was entirely thanks to the wisdom of Chairman
Kim Jong Il that there had been no gun sound of a
third world war or a world nuclear war on the Korean
peninsula, the hotspot in the world. He prevented the
wars by turning his country into a military power;
had Kim Jong Il failed to turn his country into one
with a great military capability (though this could

never happen) and had the United States unleashed
a war on the Korean peninsula, the three gigantic
transformations—material prosperity, technological
leap and spiritual civilization—which the world has
achieved in a peaceful environment over half a century
at the highest-ever level in their thousands of years of
history would have been unthinkable on this planet; the
DPRK is willing to launch missiles over the Pacific and
fight an all-out, missile war against the US if the latter
launches a preemptive strike; its great spear, called
ICBM, will make the first great hole in the golden
shield, called NMD of the US, in order to defend
sovereignty of the country; as a result, though the US
is controlling the world at will and occupying medium-
sized and small countries by resorting to political
high-handedness and military arbitrariness, this high-
handedness and arbitrariness are nothing but a broken
sword in front of Korea; having saved the whole world
from the “earthquake” of a war to be caused by tens of
thousands of nuclear bombs is the political weight of
the ever-victorious politics pursued by the DPRK.

Indeed, Kim Jong Il was a messiah who, by
victoriously leading the DPRK-US showdown, defended
the safety of 200-odd countries of the world and secured
peace for billions of people.

Source: Consulate General of the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea in Hong Kong
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Opening a New Era of Development of

External Relations

Kim Jong Un, President of the State Affairs of the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, elected head of
state ten years ago, has made an outstanding contribution
to defending international justice and achieving global
peace by conducting energetic external activities.

International Link [ & & {2

Strategic Diplomacy Towards Major Powers

On the basis of a correct analysis and judgment
of the balance of forces and developments in the world
political arena, Kim Jong Un conducted external
activities with the major powers in the region, thus

strengthening cooperation with these countries and
contributing to ensuring security and safeguarding peace
on the Korean peninsula and in Northeast Asia.

First, he attached great importance to the special
traditional relationship between his country and
China and strengthened the relationship of friendship
and cooperation between the two countries through
diplomacy between heads of state.

He met President Xi Jinping of China several
times, in Pyongyang, Beijing and Dalian, and has in-
depth discussions with him on the problems related
with strengthening strategic understanding between the

two countries and keeping step with each other in the
international arena.

He also conducted energetic external activities with
Russia, consolidating the traditional relations between
his country and the Russian Federation.

He met President Putin in Vladivostok and
discussed the problems of common concern in the
international political arena and cooperation between the
two countries for the development in the region.

With the relationship between the DPRK and
People’s Republic of China and between the DPRK and
the Russian Federation becoming closer, the strategic
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balance between the forces surrounding the Korean
peninsula was achieved, and an international situation
favourable for defending the stability and peace of the
world created.

The news that he met President Xi Jinping several
times a year and met President Putin in a city not far
away from the DPRK drew special attention of the
international society.

The world media organs called his activities
with China and Russia as “diplomacy attaching more
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importance to contents than to form” and “pragmatic
diplomacy.”

What is clear is that the mode of his diplomatic
activities proved quite effective in deepening friendship
between the heads of state, further developing bilateral
relations and achieving substantial results.

World-Shaking Diplomacy Towards the
United States

Kim Jong Un presented his image in front of the
world as an innovative and flexible state leader with
positive diplomacy towards the United States.

As everybody knows, the relationship between the
DPRK and the United States has been most hostile on
this planet over the past 70 years.

Regarding the DPRK as a thorn in its flesh, the
United States has resorted to every conceivable means
and method to suffocate the country, which is invariably
following the road of independence and socialism.

The DPRK’s response to it has been something
beyond imagination. As the United States resorted to
nuclear threats, it has possessed the capability with
which to make an annihilatory retaliation against the US
mainland.

The bilateral relations, which were growing more
aggravated, were a source of the gravest threat not only
to the situation on the Korean peninsula but global peace
and security, arousing a growing concern among the
international community.

Around this time, Kim Jong Un arranged summit
meetings with the United States several times with

courageous and proactive proposals, striking the world
with wonder.

The world media reported that the first DPRK-
US summit meeting in Singapore on June 12, 2018 was
recorded in history as a “handshake of the century,”
a “short but great handshake,” which brought down
the barriers of the cold war lasting for about 70 years
and whose meaning had surpassed that of the “Beijing
handshake” between Mao Zedong and Nixon in 1972
and of the “Reykjavik handshake” between Gorbachev

and Reagan in 1986. The world commented the first-
ever DPRK-US summit meeting as a “super-realistic and

EEINT3

historic event,” “convulsions of nature,” “world-shaking
event” and “a meeting to be dealt with in the history
books and world history textbooks.”

The three rounds of subsequent DPRK-US summit
showed the world that the conflict and dispute between
the two most hostile countries in the world could be fully
resolved by the diplomatic, ie, peaceful methods, not by

military methods.

B [23& 2 International Link




For Unity and Cooperation with Other Countries

It is a consistent stand of the DPRK to develop,
under the ideals of independence, peace and friendship,
cooperative relations with all the countries which are
friendly towards it and strive for global independence on
the basis of the principle of equality and mutual benefit.

In his report to the Eighth Congress of the Workers'
Party of Korea on the work of the Party Central
Committee, Kim Jong Un clarified the external policy
of the WPK for consolidating friendship and unity with
all the countries which respect the sovereignty of his
country and for achieving genuine international justice.

He vigorously worked to strengthen unity and

solidarity with socialist countries which shared the ideals
of his country.

He conducted energetic external activities—
raising unity and cooperation with socialist China, a
neighbouring country, onto the highest level possible,
receiving the Cuban leader who visited his country with
warm feelings of comradeship and paying an official
goodwill visit to the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. Thus
he created a good atmosphere for socialist countries, to
strengthen solidarity, supporting and teaming up with
each other.

In addition, he ensured that his country developed
relations of friendship and cooperation with all countries
that are friendly to it.

International Link [ & & {2

Thanks to his energetic external activities, the
external prestige of the DPRK has increased remarkably.

Nice Leader Practices Nice Politics

Now a young and attractive leader is in the spotlight
in the international arena. He is Kim Jong Un, President
of the State Affairs of the Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea.

The greatest impression foreigners visiting Korea

receive is that its people praise their leader.

To be exact, it is the blood-sealed ties between
the leader and the people, which is unusual in other
countries.

Kim Jong Un loves his people very much.

Unlike other Western leaders, who are trying to
show off their big offices, long motorcades and luxurious
outfits, Kim Jong Un burns the midnight oil for his
people in his modest office room and visits people rain or
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In August last year he personally drove his car
to flood-stricken Taechong-ri, Unpha County, North
Hwanghae Province, to get acquainted with the actual
situation there.

When his car was stuck in mud, the local people
came to push the car.

Seeing his car covered with mud, they shed tears
of gratitude, and they were more moved when he
apologized for causing trouble for them even though he
had covered a long way to help them.
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Such scene cannot be seen in other countries.

Thanks to the deep attention and energetic
leadership of Kim Jong Un, who shares weal and
woe with his people, the people in North and South
Hwanghae, Kangwon and North and South Hamgyong
provinces, who had been stricken by flooding and
typhoon, were able to move into the new houses in a
matter of few months.

Love is beautiful and noble because it is
accompanied by sacrifice and devotion.

Kim Jong Un possesses such ennobling love at the

highest level.

He often says: Officials should make tireless efforts
for the good of the people; everything for the people, and
everything by relying on them.

Whatever he says is so good as his love for the
people is inborn.

A country takes after its leader.

As Kim Jong Un is such a nice person, his country
is turning into a nice place for the people.

Many people even in the advanced countries are
wandering about the swamp of despair and decadence

because they are pessimistic about their life haunted by
poverty and unemployment.

But as many people, who have visited the DPRK,
say, there is no shade of decadence and pessimism in
the country, its people devote themselves for the good
of others, overcome difficulties and trials with one mind
and will while helping one another and Kim Jong Un
has brought up such people.

To see such reality in this country is a trouble for
the forces hostile to it. That is why they are trying to
cover the reality, paint it as black as possible, produce
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and propagandize one distortion and deception about it
after another.

Some years ago a woman journalist of a country
went to a US Pacific air base, and gave a lecture to the
Gls about her stay in the DPRK.

One of the audience said: The Western media
appraise other countries with their own value and
measure them with their yardstick of “democracy,”
“human rights” and “morality”; they are demonizing
north Korea by means of optional news; we have never
seen in the Western media such materials you have
shown us.

As the GIs, after hearing her experience and seeing
her photos and videos, confessed that they had been
brainwashed about the reality of the DPRK, what would
be their feeling if they visited the country themselves?

Kim Jong Un’s strength of justice is the strongest
in the world.

International Link [ & & {2

Now the world is seeing in the young leader of the
DPRK the strength of justice which is the strongest in
the world and getting ever stronger even in the face of
challenges and storms of history.

He values the sovereignty and dignity of his nation
most, and does his best to add lustre to them.

Today when the strength of the DPRK is getting
stronger and its strategic position has changed, the world
is seeing a landscape of a new world order where the
strength of justice is leading this planet and destroying
all evils. Kim Jong Un is standing in the centre of the
landscape.

Worldwide praise about the nice politics by the nice
leader respected by the world people, to say nothing of
those of his country and even by the people in the enemy
states, is growing higher.

Source: Consulate General of the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea in Hong Kong
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Meaning of Self-Defence 2021

Last October, in Pyongyang, the capital of the

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, the Defence
Development Exhibition, named Self-Defence 2021,
opened in the presence of Kim Jong Un, President of the
State Affairs.

What did the exhibition that attracted the attentions

International Link [ & & {2

of the world’s military experts and media organs show?

Eye-Opening Development

The military hardware on display struck the visitors
with wonder.
What was most wonderful was their advanced and

modernized level.

All the weapons such as various small arms and
soldier’s personal gear, tanks of a new generation,
armour-piercing weapons, self-propelled gun howitzers,
super-large multiple launch system, various electronic
weapons, drones, means of reconnaissance, submarine-
and land-launched ballistic missiles of the Pukguksong
series, medium ranged and intercontinental ballistic
missiles of the Hwasongpho series and anti-aircraft
missile systems were of world level.

Especially, the new-type gigantic missile carried on
an 11-axle transporter-erector-launcher vehicle displayed
during the military parade, held in October last year
to mark the 75th founding anniversary of the Workers’

Party of Korea, fully demonstrated the ultra-modernity
and striking capability of the country’s strategic forces.

In other words, it showed that the military hardware
equipped by the Korean People’s Army are the source of
the irreversible strategic power and war deterrent, which
could cope with any opponent and war.

The period and speed of their upgrading were also
amazing.

The displayed military hardware were all developed
and produced over the past five years, demonstrating
their rapid upgrading period and speed.

As the world already observed, the DPRK
successfully test-fired ground-to-ground IRBM
Hwasong-10 at the first launch, and only one year
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later, successfully test-fired ground-to-ground IRBM
Hwasong-12, whose tactical and technical specifications
and technical features had been remarkably improved.
Two months later, new-type ICBM Hwasong-14 was
successfully test-fired, followed by ICBM Hwasong-14,
test-fired by simulating its maximum firing range,
over 20 days later. In November 2017 new-type ICBM
Hwasong-15, whose tactical and technical specifications
and technical features were far superior to Hwasong-14
and which can be loaded with super-sized nuclear
warheads, was successfully test-fired.

What was more surprising was the fact that all
the military hardware were developed and their serial
production was achieved by the country’s own efforts
and technology.

International Link [ & & {2

Historically, the Korean people suffered trials
as a result of being invaded by foreign forces, and
it has had to build socialism under a constant threat
from hostile forces, from last century to this. For this
reason, they have regarded strengthening their country’s
military capability as an essential and vital affair of
state which must not be neglected for even a moment
and consistently maintained the line of self-reliance in
national defence. The examples are the line of giving
equal importance to the building of the economy and the
national defences put forward in the early 1960s and the
line of simultaneously conducting economic construction
and building up the nuclear forces, which was advanced
in 2013 and whose successful implementation was
declared in 2018.

All the military hardware displayed in the exhibition
hall were a brilliant fruition borne of the line of self-
reliance in national defence which the country has
consistently maintained, of the solid foundations of the
munitions industry laid for more than 70 years after its
founding and of the efforts made by the large contingent
of promising scientists in the defence science sector,
who carry out the intentions of Workers’ Party of Korea
unfailingly.

Prospects of the Defence Industry

The exhibition also gave a hint as to the prospects
of the development of the defence industry of the DPRK.

The prospects were clearly expressed in the core
plans and important strategic tasks of the five-year plan
period, laid out at the Eighth Congress of the WPK in
January this year.

At the Congress, the WPK put forward the tasks
for making military equipment intelligent, precise,
unmanned, high-performance and light as a core target
for the munitions industry, and for developing the
nuclear technology to a higher level and developing
nuclear weapons for various tactical purposes, promoting
production of super-sized nuclear warheads continuously,
attaining an advanced capability for launching a pre-
emptive and retaliatory nuclear strike by further raising
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the level of precision to the point that a strategic target
within a range of 15 000 kilometres can be hit and
destroyed with pinpoint accuracy, developing nuclear
submarine and underwater-launch nuclear strategic
weapons, developing and introducing hypersonic
gliding flight warheads, securing a reconnaissance and
information-gathering capability based on the operation
of a military reconnaissance satellite, and developing
reconnaissance drones and other means of reconnaissance
capable of precisely reconnoitring over distances of up
to 500 kilometres, and rapidly developing the Korean
People’s Army from an army of a conventional type into
an elite hi-tech force.

Accordingly, the Academy of Defence Science
conducted a series of test-fire of missiles with upgraded
combat performances, like test-fire of a new-type tactical
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guided missile in March 2021, test-fire of a newly-
developed long-range cruise missile in September,
inspection firing drill of a railway mobile missile
regiment, test-fire of a newly-developed hypersonic
missile of Hwasong-8 type, and test-fire of a newly-
developed anti-aircraft missile.

At a speech delivered at the exhibition, Kim Jong Un
declared: Our self-defence capability will continue to be
transformed in the future, too; we will achieve even more
brilliant successes in carrying out our just and patriotic
cause. In the course of doing this, we will build up a more
perfect, more complete and more powerful war deterrent,
in other words, the strategic might which will guarantee
the security and future of our country and people.

Source: Consulate General of the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea in Hong Kong
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At a Restaurant in Pyongyang Dreams of the Korean Children

The people of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea are enjoying world delicacies at the Pyongyang Salmon

Restaurant In September this year the 7th Asian children’s drawings exhibition was held in Benxi, Liaoning Province, China,

and drawings from the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea won high appraisal. The drawings give a glimpse into

Source: Consulate General of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea in Hong Kong

the dreams of the Korean children.
Source: Consulate General of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea in Hong Kong
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Orphans in Pyongyang as Seen by

Foreigners

In early September this year members of the
diplomatic corps in the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea visited Pyongyang Baby Home and Orphanage.

Following is part of their impression:

The Workers’ Party of Korea and the government
of the DPRK pay close attention to the intellectual
education, healthcare and even food supply for children.

It is hard to believe that these are orphans as they are
under such scrupulous care. Comrade Kim Jong Un
is, indeed, the genuine father of the children. (Cuban
ambassador)

I was quite moved while looking round the
orphanage equipped with all the conditions necessary
for the orphans’ living. The leadership of the DPRK and
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the Workers’ Party of Korea spare
nothing for children. I could feel
Comrade  Kim Jong Un’s direct
care in every nook and cranny of the
orphanage. (Russian ambassador)

Taking care of orphans is a
Gordian knot and economic burden
in other countries. However,
the DPRK gives importance to
bringing up orphans and provides
them with all the conditions for
their happy living even though
everything is in short supply. I was
struck with wonder as I saw that
these baby home and orphanage
are giving the orphans education
necessary at the stages of nursery
and kindergarten. (Syrian
ambassador)

During his on-site guidance
at the Baby Home and Orphanage,
General Secretary Kim Jong Un
paid close attention to the living
and studying conditions for orphans
and the management of these
facilities. This shows his warm love
for orphans. I hope that the children
of Pyongyang Baby Home and
Orphanage will grow happily under
his warm care. (Chinese councilor)

Source: Consulate General of
the Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea in Hong Kong
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Congratulations on Security Agency
Worker’s Day
The President congratulated current

officers and veterans of Russia’s security
agencies on their professional holiday.

International Link [ & & {2

Dear veterans,

I would like to congratulate you on Security Agency
Worker’s Day.

This professional holiday has been celebrated for
more than 25 years and has become a symbol of respect
and gratitude to people who safeguard the security of our
citizens, society and the state, protect the sovereignty and
stability of Russia’s constitutional order, combat terrorism
and extremism, defend the interests of their Motherland
while being far away from it.

I would like to express my warmest words of gratitude
and wish good health and prosperity to the security agencies’
veterans. You have honourably withstood many difficult
challenges and have overcome them both in time of peace and
war, and despite the risks you have faced, you have always
displayed professionalism and commitment in performing the
tasks before you. With unprecedented courage and determination
you have proved that there is nothing more valuable than faithful
service to the Motherland and your people.

New heroic pages in the history of national special
agencies are now being created by current generations
within your ranks. I am confident that you will always toe
the line of your legendary predecessors and will honorably
continue the traditions they have established of being the
reliable protectors of the Motherland.

Comrade officers,

We are witnessing a very difficult international
situation today, the nature and the scale of today’s
challenges and risks impose high demands on security
agencies officers in, first and foremost, resolving our
primary, top-priority objective, which is waging a fierce and
an uncompromising battle against terrorism.

Over the last few years, we achieved significant
success and maintained an overall positive dynamic in this
difficult, enormously responsible area.

We have managed to dramatically reduce the threat
of terrorism. In the last 11 years more than 200 terrorist
acts were prevented, and the number of terrorist crimes
committed was diminished exponentially over this same
period. The vast majority of such crimes are prevented in
the early stages of preparation.

Some 61 crimes, including 32 acts of terror were

prevented in the 11 months of this year thanks to your
coherent and efficient work. This is a strong result.

Yet many problems remain. It is important to stay on
the offensive and do so with efficiency, liquidating cells
of international terrorist groups in coordination with the
National Anti-Terrorism Committee, identifying and cutting
off their contacts, and not allowing their recruiters and
emissaries to undermine us.

Other priority objectives include continuing our
offensive tactics in counterintelligence and the fight against
corruption and securing reliable protection of state borders.

Our citizens expect new successes from you in
fighting extremism, which poses a direct threat to Russia’s
unity. Any demonstration of xenophobia, social or religious
animosity must be dealt with harshly, and we must not all
allow people, especially young people to be drawn into in
illegal anti-state activities.

The role of the Foreign Intelligence Service in
ensuring our comprehensive security is growing. First
and foremost, this requires the prompt and high-quality
analysis of information coming from abroad, the drafting
of forecasts on developments in the world overall, and in
specific regions.

I would also like to highlight the professional and
precise work of the Federal Guard Service and the Chief
Directorate for Special Programmes. I have no doubt that
you will continue to work just as reliably and efficiently.

Friends,

You are well aware that both the state and our people are
doing everything necessary for you to carry out your productive
work and for the further strengthening of the special agencies,
technically, operationally and in terms of personnel. And this
potential needs to be used to its full extent, to efficiently carry out
all the objectives set before you.

I am confident that you will continue your
conscientious work and will achieve substantial results in
all the key areas that your agencies are responsible for.

I would like to thank Russian special agencies’ officers
for the loyalty to their duty and the oath they have taken.

Congratulations on this holiday once again. I wish
good health and all the best to you and your families.

And, of course, happy upcoming New Year of 2022!
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Intervention by Foreign Minister Félix

Plasencia at the Third Ministerial
Meeting of the China-CELAC Forum
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Today we celebrate the holding of this Third
Ministerial Meeting of the China-CELAC Forum, which
demonstrates the commitment of both China and the
CELAC member states to multilateralism, South-South
Cooperation and consensus to face current challenges,
such as the pandemic and economic recovery, for which
this platform has been and continues to be ideal for
achieving new victories for the benefit of our peoples.

We are grateful for the efforts of the People's
Republic of China and the Pro Tempore Presidency of
CELAC, led by the sister government of the United
Mexican States, for boosting and keeping strong
the agenda of this Forum during these two years of
pandemic. An example of this is the current year 2021,
in which the planned activities have been carried out
and Venezuela has actively participated in them, such as
the high-level meeting on agriculture, as well as digital
technology and the 14th China-LAC Business Summit in
Chongqing, which today with pride and satisfaction we
can report as a success of this mechanism of integration,
dialogue and cooperation between China and our region.

The wise words of President Xi Jinping at the
CELAC Summit in September 2021, regarding the fact
that in these seven years of this Forum it has become the
main platform to bring together the friendly forces of
the various sectors of China and Latin America and the
Caribbean, encourages us even more to take great steps
to continue deepening bi-regional ties.

I take this opportunity to thank the cooperation
provided by China to our region in order to face the
COVID-19 pandemic, through the supply of vaccines,
medical equipment and even experts for the exchange
of information and the improvement of procedures for

the control and management of the epidemic within our
territories.

In the case of Venezuela, this cooperation has been
of great importance, not only for the responsible fight
of the Bolivarian Government against this scourge in
Venezuelan territory, but also for some of our brothers
in Latin America and the Caribbean, all despite the
economic and financial blockade perpetrated by some
agencies of the United States Government against our
country.

In this sense, this meeting provides us with the
ideal setting to continue designing routes, with the aim
of accelerating the strengthening and expansion of the
cooperation in the fight against COVID-19, between
China and the Latin American and Caribbean region,
for which is necessary to continue the path towards
the institutionalization of this forum, strengthening its
Cyber-secretariat and rescuing the spirit of the proposal
presented, during the last Summit of Heads of State and
Government of CELAC in Mexico, by the President of
the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Nicoldas Maduro
Moros, to create the General Secretariat of CELAC,
which will undoubtedly contribute to further stimulate
bi-regional exchange in all sectors.

Currently, we are living in difficult times due to
the COVID-19 pandemic and the challenges to achieve
economic recovery focused on the well-being of our
peoples, while threats to peace, the stability of our
nations and well-being of its inhabitants still persist.
Therefore, it is necessary to continue defending true
multilateralism, to avoid the creation of clubs of nations
with purposes contrary to the principles of international
law, enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations and
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in the presidential statements of CELAC. In this regard,
we appreciate China's position in favor of peace and
stability in the Latin American and Caribbean region,
and its rejection of external interference in the exclusive
matters of the sovereignty of each country. Likewise,
Venezuela ratifies the support of the Government of
President Nicolas Maduro Moros for the sovereignty
and territorial integrity of the People's Republic of
China.

The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, defender
of Latin American and Caribbean unity since its own
birth more than 200 years ago with the guidance of
The Liberator Simén Bolivar, and as promoter of the
Community of Latin American and Caribbean States,
dream of Commander Hugo Chavez Frias, undertakes
to continue promoting Latin American and Caribbean
integration, and to strengthen ties with our sister, People's
Republic of China.

For this reason we support and call on the sister
nations of Latin America and the Caribbean to support
the cooperation initiatives that the People's Republic of
China offers to the world as a public good, because these
initiatives arise from the common needs of developing
countries, they are open to consultation under conditions
of equality and promise shared benefits and, above all,
reinforce multilateralism and international law as ways
to achieve our goals.

International Link [ & & {2

In this regard, we strongly support the Belt

and Road Initiative as an enhancer of cooperation
between China and Latin America and the Caribbean.
To date, many countries in our region have signed
cooperation memoranda of understanding within
the framework of the Belt and Road with China,
including Venezuela, a country that has actively
participated, both in its two Heads of State Forums in
2017 and 2019, and also in its sectoral meetings on
judicial matters, the Belt and Road Energy Alliance,
the Belt and Road Conference of Customs and Tax
Administrators, as well as the Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank (BAII), guaranteeing that respect
our rights for full participation in such an important
multilateral financial institution for financial leverage
and investment in infrastructure in our region.

In this sense, Venezuela considers it essential to
translate into concrete projects the Special Declaration
of the Second Ministerial Meeting of the China-CELAC
Forum on the Belt and Road Initiative, in order to give
even more impetus to the bi-regional cooperation for
development.

Similarly, we support the Global Development
Initiative, presented by President Xi Jinping, during
his speech at the 76th Session of the UN General
Assembly, which can also be an accelerator of bi-
regional cooperation between China and Latin America

and the Caribbean, to achieve our objectives in a more
comprehensive and sustainable way.

Venezuela, honoring the comprehensive strategic
partnership with China, is resolutely committed to play
an active role in the Global Data Security Initiative, on
the path to building the Community of Shared Destiny
of Humanity as well as in the Community of Shared
Destiny China-Latin America and the Caribbean.

This occasion is propitious for the Latin
American and Caribbean nations to raise a voice
against the politicization of sport and reject the
smear campaigns against the organization by China
of the XXIV Winter Olympic Games and XIII
Winter Paralympic Games, to be held in Beijing
from February 4, 2022. Venezuela supports and
congratulates China for the excellent organization in
the midst of the challenges imposed by the COVID-19
pandemic, with the conviction that in such event will
reign the spirit of meeting and of peace, with which
these games were conceived.

We also welcome the Resolution presented by the
Government of China at the United Nations General
Assembly, entitled "Sport for development and peace:
building a better and peaceful world through sport and
the Olympic ideal".

Venezuela attends this historic ministerial meeting
democratically strengthened and in peace. On November

21, 2021, the international community was able to
appreciate the solidity and maturity of the democratic
system with the 29th election with the participation of
more than 70,000 candidates from the political forces,
both the Government and the opposition. The success of
this day shows that democracies can only be legitimized
by their own peoples and by their voters.

I end with this phrase from The Liberator Simén
Bolivar: "I wish more than anyone else to see the greatest
nation in the world form in America, less for its size
and wealth, but for its freedom and glory." This dream
bequeathed by the Father of the Nation is today, more
than ever, the commitment of the Bolivarian Government
of Venezuela, under the determined leadership of
President Nicolas Maduro Moros, and the support of
the peoples and governments of Latin America and the
Caribbean, which reaffirm today its comprehensive
commitment to CELAC and cooperation with the sister
People's Republic of China.

Let us consolidate, together with the fraternal
nation China, a revitalized China - Latin America and
the Caribbean bloc, which is an example of South-South
Cooperation and contributes forcefully to the formation
of the community of shared destiny of humanity, for the
benefit of all.

Source: Consulate General of Venezuela in
HKSAR
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Hong Kong: launch pad for

GBA companies going global

RCEP strengthens intra-regional supply chain

HKTDC Director of Research Nicholas Kwan said the
RCEP provisions are set to further the advancement and
integration of regional supply chains, as well as encouraging
specialisation of production in Asia
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Hong Kong is the ideal platform for mainland Chinese
businesses in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay
Area (GBA) using the Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (RCEP) to go global, according to a
joint report released by the Hong Kong Trade Development
Council (HKTDC) and the Association of Chartered Certified
Accountants (ACCA) today.

HKTDC Director of Research Nicholas Kwan said
RCEP provisions, which are expected to take effect as
early as next year, are set to further develop and integrate
regional supply chains, as well as encouraging production
specialisation in Asia. “This will provide a fresh impetus not
only to trade between the signatory countries, but also to the
global economy which has been hard hit by the COVID-19
pandemic,” he added.

The report covers a survey which found that Hong
Kong is the first port of call for mainland GBA companies
seeking assistance as they “go out” (meaning “expand
internationally”). The most attractive overseas destinations
were Southeast Asian countries, including RCEP members.

Almost all mainland GBA companies that were
interested in “going out” needed professional services, the
survey found, including product development and design
(31%), banking, financing and project valuation (30%), brand

design and marketing strategies (30%) and related legal
and accounting services (30%). Half of these respondents
preferred Hong Kong as professional services source
outside the mainland, followed by the United States
(23%), Singapore (21%) and Japan (14%).

Preferred services hub

The mainland became the world’s largest foreign
direct investment (FDI) source for the first time in
2020 as outbound FDI rose 12.3% to US$153.7 billion,
of which 58% was channelled through Hong Kong,
according to the Ministry of Commerce. “Most mainland
investments were made through the Hong Kong business
platform, which served as a springboard to the rest of
Asia and other regions,” Mr Kwan said.

Hong Kong had yet to become a RCEP member
but the city can play a key role in the latest round of
mainland outbound investment into other RCEP markets,
Mr Kwan said. “Given the city’s strengths in financial,
legal, accounting, and other professional services, Hong
Kong can help mainland companies in the GBA minimise
risks during overseas expansion.”

Enterprises considering relocating production or
sales networks to the RCEP region needed a thorough
understanding of the local political environment, culture,
legal and regulatory regimes, he added. Otherwise, he
said, they may find it difficult to assess the situation,
such as whether they are able to benefit from RCEP
tariff concessions as implementation schedules vary

between member countries. “Therefore, companies need
professional advice and due diligence to be able to fully
capitalise on RCEP opportunities,” he advised.

Strengthening intra-regional trade

Mr Kwan also called on Hong Kong companies to
leverage RCEP opportunities, stressing that intra-regional
supply chain ties will strengthen as most raw materials
and intermediate products can be traded freely within the
bloc.

“The division of labour between different industries
will be more precise and clear-cut, while exchanges
between upstream and downstream enterprises in
different production bases are expected to become more
frequent. As such, Hong Kong can expect to play a larger
role in trade between RCEP members, especially in
electronic products and other industrial items.” Mr Kwan
added.

World-class professional services

“When raising funds for investment in RCEP
countries, mainland enterprises can use Hong Kong’s
professional project evaluation and sustainability
assessment services. They can also set up regional offices
in the city to enhance overall operational efficiency. In
addition, Hong Kong also offers matching services to
help mainland companies identify and screen potential
business partners in the RCEP region.” said Head of
ACCA Hong Kong, Jane Cheng said.
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“Having a thriving global community of accounting
professionals, ACCA has long been committed to
connecting the world and promoting international and
intra-regional trade growth. We hope the report will
give local industries a better understanding of RCEP
opportunities and support them in achieving sustainable
recovery and development both during and after the
pandemic,” she added.

Fresh RCEP opportunities

RCEP, signed in November 2020, is a free trade
agreement between Australia, Brunei, Cambodia,
Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Laos, the mainland, Malaysia,
Myanmar, New Zealand, the Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand and Vietnam.

The world’s largest free-trade bloc, making up
almost a third of the global economy, has measures to
facilitate trade, eliminate tariffs, minimise non-tariff
barriers, promote e-commerce and increase market access
which are expected to enhance members’ economic
integration.

Noting there had already been close intraregional
cooperation along supply chains in the past two decades,
Ms Cheng said enterprises in the Asia Pacific could now
benefit from RCEP, where most import tariffs between
member countries will be abolished, customs clearance
will be simplified, the principle of accumulation will
apply to product-origin rules, and declaration regulations
for indirect materials and origins will be relaxed.

On services trade and investment, 65% of the bloc’s
services sectors are set to open to overseas investors.
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“In general, RCEP countries use the ‘negative list’ and
‘national treatment’ models, greatly reducing the risk for
overseas investors while allowing them greater access
to promising markets such as financial and professional
services sectors,” Ms Cheng added.

el
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HKTDC Director of Research Nicholas Kwan said the RCEP
provisions are set to further the advancement and integration of
regional supply chains, as well as encouraging specialisation of
production in Asia

About the HKTDC

The Hong Kong Trade Development Council (HKTDC) is a statutory body established in 1966
to promote, assist and develop Hong Kong's trade. With 50 offices globally, including 13 in Mainland
China, the HKTDC promotes Hong Kong as a two-way global investment and business hub. The HKTDC
organises international exhibitions, conferences and business missions to create business opportunities
for companies, particularly small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), in the mainland and
international markets. The HKTDC also provides up-to-date market insights and product information via

research reports and digital news channels. For more information, please visit: www.hktdc.com/aboutus.
Follow on Twitter @hktdc and LinkedIn

About ACCA

ACCA (the Association of Chartered Certified Accountants) is the global professional body for
professional accountants. It is a thriving global community of 233,000 members and 536,000 future
members based in 178 countries and regions, who work across a wide range of sectors and industries.
The association upholds the highest professional and ethical values. ACCA now has 28,000 members
and 167,000 future members in China, with 11 offices in Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, Shenzhen,
Chengdu, Shenyang, Qingdao, Wuhan, Changsha, the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (SAR)
and Macao SAR. ACCA offers everyone everywhere the opportunity to experience a rewarding career in
accountancy, finance and management. Through its cutting-edge research, ACCA leads the profession by
answering today’s questions and preparing for the future. Find out more at accaglobal.com/hk or follow
ACCA Hong Kong on social media: www.facebook.com/ACCA.HongKong | www.instagram.com/acca_hk
| www.linkedin.com/showcase/acca-hong-kong | | WeChat ID: ACCA_HK
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Reception on the occasion of Celebrating the Diwali
Festival which to be held by The Indian Chamber of

Commerce, Hong Kong
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o Hil Valentin Yudashkin
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Top Russian Fashion Designer Valentin Yudashkin’s
Winter Fairy Tale Comes to Hong Kong

Russian Culture Festival in Hong Kong and ATC Air
service are presenting the Winter Fairy Tale show of the
Russia’s most famous fashion designer Valentin Yudashkin
on 27 November 2021, with support of the Consulate
General of the Russian Federation in Hong Kong.

Valentin Yudashkin is the only Russian member
of the prestigious Syndicate of High Fashion in Paris.
Born in Moscow in 1963, Yudashkin grew up fascinated
by fashion and launched his first fashion collection in
1987. It was his 1991 Faberge collection which was
inspired by the famous Faberge eggs that really put him
on the international fashion scene. Credited with raising
the profile of contemporary Russian fashion design.
Yudashkin’s theatrical designs have been exhibited at the
Louvre, the Californian Museum of Fashion, the State
Historical Museum in Moscow, the International Museum
of Olympic Games and the Metropolitan Museum of Art
in New York. In 2005 Yudashkin was given the title of
People’s Artist of the Russian Federation.

Winter Fairy Tale, styled as a snowy kingdom, the
Haute Couture fashion show will envelop and enchant
with its unattainable beauty. Russian models will walk in
flowy chiffon dresses shimmering with precious stones,
mini dresses with airy feather hems and spectacular
sparkly evening dresses. Running throughout the
entire collection is a complex symmetrical structure of
snowflakes and an icy colour palette accentuated by cold
metallic sheen of fabrics.

International Link [ & & {2

“The charm of the snowy landscape, the
perfectly precise shapes of ice crystals and the special
palette of winter shades running through every look,
together with decorative elements and accessories give
a completely new vision of the season,”- says Valentin
Yudashkin.

Galina Yudashkina, Valentin’s daughter, a Hong
Kong resident and the fashion house’s Art’s Director:
“I am very happy to show Hong Kong some unique
Russian craftsmanship and embroidery techniques.
It has been my long-time dream to organize the
first Russian fashion show in this amazing city. I
am very grateful to the Russian Culture Festival for
supporting our brand and giving us this opportunity
to show Hong Kong people what Russian fashion
truly is!”

Fashion show will feature a ballet and ballroom
dance performance choreographed by the show’s artistic
directors Katya Virshilas and Klaus Kongsdal, the
Founders and Directors of BallroomBees dance academy.
Throughout her career Katya has danced with, and taught
an array of famous actors, singers and dancers including
Antonio Banderas, Richard Gere, Jennifer Lopez and
many more. She was part of the cast of BBC’s Strictly
Come Dancing (Dancing With The Stars) and after
this produced and starred in her own tour production
performing in over 80 theatres across The UK. Klaus
Kongsdal is a Ballroom dance World Champion (2005).

After stepping away from competitive dancing in 2006,

Klaus has become a coach to some of the best dance
pairs in the world and a judge of the most prestigious
major championships.

“The dance part will be performed by Alex
Gunnarsson (Iceland) & Ekaterina Bond (Russia) -
one of the most famous ballroom dance partnerships
today. Together they were the runners-up at the
World Championships, Blackpool Dance Festival -
The British Open, as well as Champions of the Asian
Open & National Champions of Iceland. Alex and
Ekaterina will open the fashion show with enchanting
“Once upon a December” Vienna Waltz following
ballerina Ashleigh Bennett who will be wearing a
Yudashkin dress” — says Katya Virshilas.

Valentin Yudashkin’s Haute Couture show is part of
the fifth annual Russian Culture Festival in Hong Kong
that runs throughout November and December.

The Festival’s Co-Founder Marina Hoyle says: “The

Russian Culture Festival is thrilled to bring an Haute
Couture collection by the renowned Russian designer
Valentin Yudashkin to Hong Kong as a one-of-a-kind
artistic fashion show experience. Yudashkin’s designs
are true works of art and we are proud to have this
unique opportunity to collaborate with Valentin
Yudashkin’s Fashion House and its Art Director
Galina Yudashkina. Hong Kong based Russian artist
Anna Salenko will be live drawing the fashion show in
the beautiful settings of our stage design. Yudashkin’s
“Winter Fairy Tale” is going to be a highlight of the
Russian Culture Festival 2021”

The Consul General of the Russian Federation in
Hong Kong Mr. Igor Sagitov: “We are very grateful to
the Russian Club in Hong Kong for their impressive
efforts to represent our country in all its diversity.
This exciting event can attract a wider audience —
not only people who are interested in Russia, but all
connoisseurs of beauty.”
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About the Russian Culture Festival 2021

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/russianculturefestivalhk

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/russianclubhongkong/

From 1 November to 22, December 2021, Hong Kong's Russian-speaking community is delighted to
invite you to the 5th Annual Russian Culture Festival in Hong Kong - ‘Taste, Feel, Hear, Discover the Russian
Culture’. The Festival's programme includes art and photography exhibitions, performances, a gala dinner, a
fashion show, fine dining and cooking classes, art and craft workshops and other cultural events showcasing
Hong Kong Russian-speaking community. You will have a chance to meet Russian artists, musicians, dancers,
designers, chefs and entrepreneurs who live and work in Hong Kong.

The festival is organised by the Russian Club in Hong Kong with support of the Consulate General of the
Russian Federation in the Hong Kong SAR and sponsorship of a number of Russian companies.

Official Support:

The Russian Culture Festival is organised by the Russian Club in Hong Kong and officially supported by the
Consulate General of the Russian Federation in the Hong Kong SAR of the PRC.

Sponsor: ATC Air service

ATC has strong position on the market of cargo airfreight from South East Asia countries and Europe more
than 20 years, and is rightfully the industry leader in airfreight from mainland China and Hong Kong.

Russian Culture Festival’s Founders and organising committee:

Co-Chairs and Co-Founders: Mrs. Marina Hoyle and Mrs. Irina Ustyugova

Organising committee 2021: Mrs. Ksenia Loos, Mrs. Anna Neklyudova, Mrs. Yulia Potseluiko, Mrs. Iren Stuart,
Mrs. Katya Woodham

Winter Fairytale Fashion Show’s Partners: Mrs. Galina Yudashkina, Art Director of the Yudashkin Fashion
House,; Mrs. Katya Virshilas and Mr. Klaus Kongsdal, founders of dancing academy BallroomBees;, Mrs. Anna
Salenko, artist; Ms. Maria Mayorova, founder VOX Hong Kong

Venue: K11 MUSEA

About the Russian Club in Hong Kong

Website http://russianclubhk.org/

FB https://www.facebook.com/rusclubhk?fref=ts

Instagram: https.://'www.instagram.com/russianclubhongkong/

The Russian Club in Hong Kong is a non-profit organization supporting Russian culture in Hong Kong's
cosmopolitan environment.

The Club was founded in 1999 to represent the Russian people as part of Hong Kong s diverse expatriate
community. Through annual Russian Culture Festivals and Russian Balls along with other cultural and social
events the Russian Club promotes the Russian culture, its rich history, strong traditions and influential arts.
Over 22-plus years since its establishment, the Russian Club in Hong Kong has organised numerous events
to facilitate networking among the Russian-speaking community in Hong Kong and raise interest towards
Russian culture among residents of Hong Kong.
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Hong Kong based Russian artist Anna Salenko
‘Who was live drawing the fashion show
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Fashion Show
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Cast and Chased: The Influence of Ancient
Chinese Bronze on Modern Silver

Cast and Chased: The Influence of Ancient Chinese
Bronze on Modern Silver forms part of the University
Museum’s UMAG_STArts series on science and
technology in the arts, which presents the materials and
techniques used to create artwork throughout Chinese
cultural history. By juxtaposing early Chinese bronzes
from the UMAG collection with silverware made by
Wai Kee Jewellers Ltd. (est. 1885) for twentieth-century
Hong Kong connoisseur Kwan Sai Tak, this exhibition
considers the enduring characteristics of fine Chinese
metalwork.

Chinese bronzes of the Shang dynasty (c. 1600—
1046 BCE) and the Zhou dynasty (c. 1046— 256 BCE)
are among the most celebrated domestic and ritual
objects in Asian material culture. The quality of the metal
alloys and the technical expertise required for casting
and chasing are testament to the highly developed

manufacturing techniques. Made from tin-copper alloys
with varying concentrations of lead, these objects were
created in smelting sites located along the Yellow River
in Central China. Many of the utilitarian vessels were
decorated with cloud designs, taotie, animal masks and
other auspicious symbols.

Celebrated today for their enduring beauty, early
Chinese bronzes also include practical objects, such as
cooking and storage vessels, which offer insight into
both the cultures from which they developed, as well as
more contemporary objects. Their ornate splendour and
utilitarian features have noticeably influenced the fanciful
modern sterling silver pieces, while the craftsmanship
emphasises the long-practiced technique of casting
and chasing. This level of refined detail exemplifies
the quality of Chinese metalworking throughout the
millennia.

Details of the Exhibition

Opening Hours:

9:30 am—6:00 pm (Tuesday to Saturday)
1:00 pm—6:00 pm (Sunday)

Hong Kong

Admission: Free
Website: http://www.umag.hku.hk/en/

Period: December 18, 2021 (Saturday) to March 20, 2022 (Sunday)

Closed on Mondays, University and Public Holidays
Venue: Study Gallery, G/F Fung Ping Shan Building, UMAG, HKU, 90 Bonham Road, Pokfulam,

Tel/Email: (852) 2241 5500 (General Enquiry) / museum@hku.hk
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In the Interest of Public Health, UMAG will Adopt the Following Measures

- Starting from December 9, except for exempted persons*, all museum visitors are required to scan
the "LeaveHomeSafe" QR code before entering UMAG via the G/F Fung Ping Shan Building entrance.
*Exemption details will be updated on UMAG website.

- A temperature check will be conducted upon entry.

- Visitors are required to properly wear their face mask at all times. They are advised to wash their
hands and use the hand sanitizer and sink available at the entrance.

- Crowd control measures will be in place; UMAG reserves the right to limit the number of visitors.

- Children under 12 can only enter the museum when accompanied by an adult.

- Disability access is available upon request. Please contact the museum at (852) 2241 5500 three
working days prior to your visit.

UMAG will continue to assess the situation and adjust the relevant preventive measures as necessary.

About UMAG
UMAG was founded in 1953 as the Fung Ping Shan Museum. It was originally established as the Fung
Ping Shan Library in 1932 in honour of its benefactor.

About UMAG_STArts

As a university museum, public education is at the heart of UMAG’s core programming. Launched
in 2020, UMAG_STArts is a new initiative that explores the symbiotic relationship between science,
technology, and the arts through the interdisciplinary studies of art history, conservation, and novel forms of
technology. Learn with UMAG is one of the initiative's first projects, featuring programmes of educational
activities, digital learning resources, and exhibitions at our newly refurbished study gallery.

Learn with UMAG is one of the initiative's first projects, featuring programmes of educational
activities, digital learning resources, and exhibitions at our newly refurbished study gallery. Starting with the
theme of painting, four programmes will be conducted. Each programme will feature an art-related theme—
a technique, medium, material, or genre—aiming to offer a more interactive and dynamic museum learning
experience that is dissimilar from the traditional mode of art exhibition.

Free admission

Opening Hours:

9:30am—6:00pm (Tuesday to Saturday) ;

1:00pm—6:00pm (Sunday)

Closed on Mondays, University and Public Holidays

University Museum and Art Gallery, The University of Hong Kong,
90 Bonham Road, Pokfulam

(852) 2241 5500 | museum@hku.hk | http://www.umag.hku.hk/en
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Li with cloud design
Cast and chased bronze
China, Shang dynasty
(c.1600—.1046 BCE)
HKU.B.1955.0171

Jue with cloud design

Cast and chased bronze

China, Shang dynasty (c.1600—c.1046 BCE)
HKU.B.1953.0004

Li-shaped vessel

Cast, repoussé-shaped, chased and polished sterling silver
Hong Kong, Wai Kee Jewellers Ltd., 1980s

Stamped with Wai Kee trademark and collector’s mark
Loan from the Estate of Kwan Sai Tak

Jue—shaped cup

Cast, chased and polished sterling silver

Hong Kong, Wai Kee Jewellers Ltd., 1980s

Stamped with Wai Kee trademark and collector’s mark
Loan from the Estate of Kwan Sai Tak
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Master Lau Chi Kit, a rising
star of Choi Mok Pai Chinese

Martial Arts
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Discerning treasure keeps pace

with the times

——Liu Yong (Yi Cheng), a famous
contemporary painter and ceramic artist

Liu Yong is an elite young painter and ceramic artist
who has soared in recent years in the Mainland, and
was awarded the honorary title of "Virtue and Art both
excellent (Shuangxin) - People's Artist" in July 2021, and
is one of the few generalists who can play an outstanding
role in literati painting, ceramic art, and clay sculpture.

Liu Yong began to paint as a child, and was
admitted to the Nanjing Academy of Arts in the 1980s,
where he studied under Professor Wang Mengqji, a master
of new literati painting.

Liu Yong is good at painting characters, painting
people with ancient metaphors to the present, text and
pictures are harmonious, the shape is simple, clumsy
and interesting, presenting a comic-like funny and cute
effect, whether it is tea tasting, watching the moon with
play the zither, reading on cattle ranching shows the
life of ordinary people, the scene in the painting is often
bitter and happy, humorous to see philosophy, silently
conveying the positive energy of pleasure and harmony.

Liu Yong's Buddhist character paintings are also
quite outstanding, whether it is the Guanyin Bodhisattva
of great compassion and great compassion, the Maitreya
Buddha who has no quarrel with the world, the Pure
Land monks who pursue harmony, and zhong Kui who
hunts ghosts and exorcise demons - all of them have
become mortals under Liu Yong's pen - Guanyin in a
smile shows the graceful figure, the Maitreya Buddha
who smiles often makes people look at it, and zhong Kui,
who is less angry, can bow, full of cuteness, and pins
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people's good wishes for blessing and good fortune...

Liu Yong is also one of the few artists who can
stand out in paintings and ceramic art in recent years,
not only good at painting blue and white porcelain and
purple pottery, but also dabbling in purple sand and clay
pottery, with a wide range of works, including pots, cups,
plates, vases, flowerware, etc. There are not many artists
who can make ceramics so exquisite in the mainland, and
he also operates a pottery museum on a fairly large scale.

Liu Yong uses the natural colors of different
ceramics to make painting paper, using the brushstrokes
of the new literati to bring traditional ceramics into
a new humanistic height: blue and white porcelain
freehand splash ink, see the dark purple pottery boldly
use red, yellow bright color and painted with gradient
light lotus, lotus leaves, brown pottery with monks'
cassock red is such a match, can be described as a fine
work, set calligraphy and painting, gold stone, engraving,
inlay and other arts in one, both practical and also for
ornamental wonders. Liu Yong said: "Pure hand-pulled
blank production, the size is not absolutely uniform, each
is unique, this is the characteristics of handmade pottery."

I especially like Liu Yong's works created for the
clay pottery white clay in Rong County, Sichuan. Rong
County is known as the capital of wine jar, and the
history of pottery production can be traced back to more
than 1,800 years ago in the Qin and Han dynasties. The
local mud material has strong plasticity, low shrinkage,
acid and alkali resistance, no leakage, and does not

contain harmful elements to the human body,

which is suitable for the production of high-
quality extruded architectural ceramics and can
also be used for storing food. Liu Yong came
to Rong County to develop with his discerning
eyes, and painted new literati paintings on
Koalinite, elevating this kind of rough pottery,
which was originally called "breathing", into a
beautiful work of art.

Liu Yong also keeps pace with the times,
from 2D paintings to 3D clay sculptures, clay
figure dynamic looks, inheriting his many years
of profound modeling skills, not flashy, clumsy,
more likely to resonate with the viewer.

Liu Yong's works are idyllic, pure, ethereal
and elegant. He believes that the original
meaning of art is goodness, the world is diverse,
flashy, and only by embracing a clear and
flawless aesthetic attitude can we realize the true
meaning of life and let the spirit go to a broader
freedom.

Written by: Kimmy Ng

Guble Artmunication Workshop

Gubleart@yahoo.com

Tel: (852) 9125 7562

People's Artist - Liu Yong (Yi cheng)

Born in November 1962

He graduated from Nanjing Academy of the Arts in 1987,
majoring in Chinese painting

He inherited the famous painter Professor Wang Mengqi, a
representative figure of the new literati painting

In 2013, he entered the advanced study class of the China
National Academy of Painting

In 2009, Wenyi Bao of the China Federation of Literary
and Art Circles recommended the top 100 artists in the Chinese
painting circles

He is a member of the Artists Association of China's central
state organs

He is a member of the China Artists Association

Editor-in-chief of The Fine Contemporary Art Newspaper

Visiting Professor at the Academy of Fine Arts, William
Paterson University

Honorary Chairman of the China Art Center at William
Paterson University

Painter of Wang Mengqi's studio at the China National
Academy of Painting

Director of Beijing Ink Space Art Museum

Yunnan top ten masters of contemporary ceramic art

Expert in ceramic art research at Yunnan Provincial Museum
of Nationalities

Dongfeng Yun Culture and Art Town stationed artists

Chief Artist of Rong County Clay Pottery Creative Park, The
Ceramic capital of Western China

In July 2021, he was awarded the honorary title of "People's
Artist" of Virtue and Art both excellent (Shuangxin)

Urban Garden Landscape
(Clay Pottery Design)

The universe in the cup is great, the sun and the moon in tea are long
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Yelan Lying and Listening to the Wind and Rain
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Untitled

Artist Liu Yong

Urban Garden Landscape (Clay Pottery Sculpture)

Gold Award of the 14th Yunnan Industry and Art Cup Expo
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UM releases its Five-Year

Development Plan

This year marks the 40th anniversary of the
University of Macau (UM). The university held a press
conference today (23 December) to release its Five-
Year Development Plan (Academic Years 2021/22 to
2025/26). The press conference was chaired by Rector
Yonghua Song. He introduced UM’s development
goals and strategies, measures, as well as supports and
assurances in the next five years to the audience.

UM’s Five-Year Development Plan is based on the

nation’s 14th Five-Year Plan and the Vision for the Year
2035, and Second Five-Year Development Plan of the
Macao SAR (2021-2025). UM’s Five-Year Development
Plan is seen as the university’s blueprint and outline for
development. In the next five years, UM will take “being
rooted in Macao, taking part in the development of the
Greater Bay Area, integrating into the nation and going
international” as its development positioning. UM aspires
to become an internationally recognised university of
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excellence by implementing quality student-centred
education, key research subjects with international
impact and a high standard of community services.
By implementing the “R.I.S.E.” (Relevance, Impact,
Significance and Excellence) as an overall development
strategy, UM will carry out its focused strategies from
five aspects:

Firstly, to continually strengthen the high-level
talent nurturing system. UM will expand its student body
appropriately by focusing on increasing the number of
postgraduate and non-local students, will deepen the
“4-in-1” integrated education model, and improving
postgraduate education comprehensively, as well as
promoting interdisciplinary development and improving
disciplinary layout and development;

Secondly, to promote a collaborative, open, and
innovative strategic layout for research. UM will
implement the “P.I.C.K.” strategy (Problem Orientation,
Interdisciplinary Interaction, Collaborative Innovation,
Knowledge Translation) for research development; and
the university will deploy its strategic layout based on
the “3+3+3+3” model, and develop multiple key national
and regional research platforms;

Thirdly, to develop the “5-in-1” research result
transfer system. UM will fully explore the leading role
of its three State Key Laboratories, will build a high-
level industry-academia-research platform incorporating
the dimensions of innovation, service, management,
cultivation and practice, to promote technological
innovation and research result transfer;

Fourthly, to expand the quality and efficient
international cooperation networks. UM will deepen
its higher education cooperation with the Portuguese-

Yonghua Song

speaking and English-speaking countries, will
consolidate and expand UM’s international student
body. UM will also further strengthen its exchanges and
cooperation with the mainland, and explore more dual
degree and joint programmes;

Fifthly, to develop platforms to serve the local
community. UM will develop a community service
system that centres on advancing innovative research
concerning the “One Country, Two Systems” principle,
cultivating talents demanded by social development,
advancing high-level think-tanks, facilitating Macao’s
development in accordance with its positioning, and
promoting the sharing of resources.

In terms of supports and assurances, UM will
develop high-standard teams of talents, and will gradually
implement the public university administrative system
reform in accordance with the Macao SAR government,
and strengthen UM’s capabilities of financial self-
reliance. Furthermore, UM will utilise the university’s
space planning and will conduct multiple campus key

construction projects. Moreover, UM will grasp the
development opportunities offered by the Cooperation
Zone, and will continue to improve the teaching and
research facilities in the ZUMRI, and strengthen the
collaborations of Industry-Academia-Research, promote
the transfer of research achievements, as well as to bring
more learning, research and living opportunities for the
university’s staff members and students.

Through 40 years of development, with the support
of the central and local governments, UM has become
a comprehensive university with features and strengths
in the Greater Bay Area, along with its continually

improving international reputation. Currently, UM is
ranked 201-250 in the Times Higher Education (THE)
World University Rankings, and 322nd in Quacquarelli
Symonds (QS) World University Rankings. In the future,
UM will continue to strengthen its responsibilities to
assist Macao’s sustainable development with moderate
economic diversification, and better serve the demand
of the nation’s development, as well as to continuously
pursue excellence and breakthroughs to impel UM’s
development to a new level.

Source: University of Macau, Strategy and
Planning Office

UM has released its Five-Year Development Plan
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AMAN ANNOUNCES PROJECT SAMA:
A NEW CATEGORY IN ON THE WATER

EXPLORATION

Aman is pleased to announce Project Sama, a first
of its kind luxury motor yacht, developed through a joint
venture between Aman and Cruise Saudi, of which Saudi
Arabia's Public Investment Fund (PI F) is a shareholder.
The 183 metre (600ft) vessel will feature just 50 spacious
luxury suites, each with private balcony. An architectural
vision which will set a new standard in waterborne
voyages, Project Sama, meaning tranquillity in Sanskrit,
will bring the cherished spirit of Aman to the world's
seas and oceans, set to launch in 2025.

True to the pioneering ethos of the brand, Aman
will direct the entire development process of the project
- from design and build to operations and management -

ensuring that guests enjoy the Aman way of life onboard,
in every sense. Project Sama will champion privacy, space
and gracious hospitality and most importantly, the Aman
experience; exceptional, unique and restorative. Designed
in partnership with SINOT Yacht Architecture & Design,
one of the world's finest yacht design firms, the vessel
will see Aman's eastern heritage and design philosophy
integrated seamlessly with the architectural vision to create
the brand's expression of a superyacht experience in a
timeless yet contemporary vessel, which has a harmonious
balance between exterior and interior spaces. In addition
to the 50-suites, the vessel will be home to an array of
dining options, including an informal all-day restaurant,
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plus international dining options and a relaxed club and
lounge, a serene and spacious Aman Spa, complete with
Japanese garden, two helipads, plus the expansive Beach
Club, which will offer guests direct access to the water
at the stern of the yacht. Since the successful opening of
Aman Tokyo in 2014, Aman's first city hotel, Aman has
committed to its ongoing gentle evolution, with further
urban destinations in the pipeline, including Aman New
York and Aman Miami, as well as otherworldly resort
locations including Riyadh, AIUIa and the Red Sea, Saudi
Arabia. Project Sama continues this ambition to offer
pioneering travel experiences with Aman's core values
of privacy, peace, generosity of space and unparalleled
service. The joint venture between Aman and Cruise Saudi
has been signed by Cruise Saudi's Managing Director,
Mr Fawaz Farooqui, and Chairman and CEO of Aman,
Mr Vlad Doronin, marking an ongoing collaboration and
partnership with the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Chairman and CEO of Aman, Vlad Doronin,
welcomed the pioneering new project for the brand,
commenting: "The announcement of Project Sama marks
an exciting moment in Aman's growth and evolution,
as we not only continue to diversify our geographical

b 2

portfolio on land, but also at sea, creating sanctuaries
in unfrequented locations and continuing to reframe the
concept of luxury hospitality. Project Sama will provide
transformative experiences within the revered Aman
setting and service, which is unlike any other yacht
experience, ultimately creating a whole new category in
on the water discovery."

Commenting on the partnership and project,
Mr Fawaz Farooqui, MD of Cruise Saudi, said: "The
signing of this partnership adds a new layer to Cruise
Saudi's offering and is a testament to the unique tourism
experience that is exploring Saudi by sea, as well as
demonstrating Cruise Saudi's commitment to growing
and expanding the cruise industry in Saudi. We aspire to
further collaboration with Aman that will bring additional
ultra-luxury experiences at sea.

We look forward to working with Aman in
reaching our vision of Saudi becoming a premier global
destination and immersing our guests in diverse nature,
rich culture and heritage through an unforgettable
journey that is truly unique to Saudi."

Project Sama is expected to launch in 2025 - its
official name will be announced in due course.

F 23R: hR##19%: ©SINOT Yacht Architecture & Design
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